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AHHOTauus

«B cepeguHe aBrycta, nepen poXOeHMEM MOMNOJOro
Mecsua, BAPYr HaAcTynunu oTBpaTUTENbHbIE MOrogbl, Kakue
TaK CBOWCTBEHHbLI CeBepHOMY nobepexbto YepHoro mopsi. To
Nno uenbiM CyTKaM TSDKENo nexan Hag 3emrer U MOpem
rycTon TyMaH, 1 Torga orpoMHasi CMpeHa Ha Masike pesena
OHEM W HOYblO, TOYHO GelleHbln Gbik. To ¢ yTpa Ao yTpa
lwen He nepectaBas MEMNKWW, Kak BOAsIHASA Mblfb, AOXOWK,
npespaLLaBLUNii IMUHUCTLIE AOPOrM U TPOMUHKA B CMFIOLLHYIO
ryCTYI0 rpsi3b, B KOTOPOM YBA3anu Hafosro BO3bl M SKUNaXW. .. »
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AnekcaHap KynpuH
‘paHaTOBbLIN OpacneTt

L. van Beethoven. 2 Son. (op. 2, Ne 2).
Largo Appassionato.

B cepeauHe aBrycta, nepes poXaeHMeM MOSOAOoro
Mecsiua, BAPYr HAcTynunu oTBpaTUTeNbHbIe NoroAbl, ka-
Kne Tak CBOMCTBEHHbI ceBepHOMY nobepexbto YepHoro
Mopsi. To Mo LenbIM cyTkam TSKEro nexan Hag 3eMieto 1
MOpPEM rycTol TymaH, 1 Torga orpoMHasi cupeHa Ha Masi-
Ke peBerna AHeM U HouYbto, TOYHO BeLleHbIl Obik. To c yTpa
[10 yTpa e He nepecTaBast Merkuii, Kak BoAsHas Nbifb,
AOXAMK, NpeBpaLlaBLUNA FMMHUCTbLIE AOPOTN U TPOMUHKK
B CMOLLUHYIO FYCTYIO Ipsidb, B KOTOPOW YBsi3anu Hagonro
BO3bl 1 3kMnaxu. To 3agyBan ¢ ceBepo-3anaga, co CTo-
POHbI CTENW, CBMPENbIA YparaH; OT HEro BePXYLLKU Aepe-
BbEB packaymBanucb, NpUrnbdasicb 1 BbINPAMNASCh, TOY-
HO BOIHbI B Bypto, rpemenu no Hovam XenesHble KPoBu
[ay, 1 Kasanocb, byaTo KTo-To 6eraet no HUM B NOAKO-
BaHHbIX canorax; B3gparvBany OKOHHbIE pambl, Xrionanm
ABEpW, 1 OMKO 3aBbiBano B ne4vHbIX Tpybax. Heckonbko



pblbaybnx Bapkacos 3abnyamnocb B MOpe, a ABa U Co-
BCEM He BEPHYIIUCb: TONbKO CNYCTHA Heaento nosbIbpackl-
Bano Tpynbl pbibakoB B pa3HbIX MecTax bepera.

O6utatenu npuropogHOro MOPCKOro Kypopta — 60sb-
LLIEN YaCTbIO FPEKN 1N EBPEMN, XKMU3HENMOOUBBIE N MHUTENb-
Hble, KakK BCe loXaHe, — NocrneLwHo nepedbupanncb B ro-
pog. Mo pasmskwemy wocce 6e3 KoHua TAHYNUCH J10-
MOBbIE OpOru, neperpyXeHHble BCAYECKMMU OOMALLHU-
MU Belamu: Tiodpskamu, guBaHamu, CyHAyKamu, CTyrbs-
MU, YMbIBarbHMUKaMun, camoBapamMu. XKanko, u rpycTtHo,
N NPOTUBHO ObINO MALETb CKBO3b MYTHYHO KUCEK [O-
KOS Ha 3TOT Xankum ckapO, KasaBLUMNCA TakKMM M3HO-
LWEHHbIM, TPA3HBIM M HULLIEHCKMM; Ha FOPHUYHbLIX N Ky-
XapoK, CUAEeBLUMX Ha Bepxy BO3a Ha MOKpPOM OpeseH-
Te C KaKMMU-TO YTIOramu, XeCTSHKaMn U KOP3UHKaMn B
pyKax, Ha 3anoTeBLUMX, obeccuneBLUMX nowanen, Koto-
pble TO 1 Aeno oCTaHaBNMBaNuUCh, ApoXa KoNneHsIMu, Obl-
MSCb N YacTo Hocs Bokamu, Ha CUMMNo pyraBLUNMXCA OPO-
ranen, 3akyTaHHbIX OT 4OXAS B poroxu. Ewe nevyaneHee
ObIN10 BUAETL OCTaBMNEHHbIE AayM C UX BHE3anHbIM Npo-
CTOPOM, MYCTOTOM U OTFONNEHHOCTbLIO, C U3YPOaOBaHHbBIMU
knymbamu, pasbutbiMmn cTeknamu, bpoLueHHbIMn cobaka-
MU N BCAYECKUM JaYHbIM COPOM M3 OKYPKOB, ByMaxek,
YyepenkoB, KOpPoboYeKk N anTeKapCKMUX Ny3bIPbKOB.

Ho k Havany ceHTs6ps noroga BOpPYr pPe3KO M COBCEM
HeXXaaHHO nepemeHunack. Cpasy HacTynunu Tuxue 6es-



obnayHble OHW, Takne SAICHble, CONHEYHbIe N TeNnble, Ka-
Kux He Obino paxe B utone. Ha obcoxwux cxartbixX no-
NAX, HAa UX KOIMYen XenTon LWeTuHe 3abnecrtena cnoas-
HbIM 6r1eckoM OCeHHsA nayTuHa. YCnokomBLLMeca gepe-
Bbsi 6ECLLUYMHO 1 MOKOPHO POHSANN XENTbIE NNCTbA.

KHarnHa Bepa HukonaesHa LlevHa, xeHa npeasoau-
Tensi ABOPSIHCTBA, HE MOrfa NOKUHYTb Aadn, NOTOMY YTO
B MX FOPOACKOM AOME €LLE HE MOKOHYNITM C PEMOHTOM. U
Ternepb OHa OMeHb pajoBanacb HaAcTyNMMBLUMM NpenecT-
HbIM OHAM, TULLWMHE, YEOAUHEHMIO, YUCTOMY BO3AYXY, Lue-
OeTaHblo Ha TenerpagHbIX NPOBOSIOKAX nacToyek, come-
LLUMXCS K OTNETY, U TAaCKOBOMY CONIEHOMY BETEPKY, cnabo
TSHYBLUEMY C MOpPA.



Kpome TOro, cerogHs 6bin1 AeHb €€ UMEeHUH — CeEMHa-
auartoe ceHTabps. Mo munbiM, oTAaneHHbIM BOCNOMUHA-
HUSIM OeTcTBa OHa Bcerga nobuna aToT AeHb U Bcerga
oXugana OT Hero 4Yero-To cyacTnmMBo-yygecHoro. My,
yesxasa yTpoM No CneLlHbIM Aerniam B ropos, NosnoXxun en
Ha HOYHOWM CTONMK PyTNAP C NPeKpacHbIMU cepbramu 13
rPYyLUEBUOHLIX XXEMYYXXMH, U 3TOT Nogapok elle 6onbLie
Becenun ee.

Ona 6bina ogHa Bo BceM gome. Ee xonocton 6pat Hu-
Konawn, ToBapuLL, NPOKypopa, XnBLUMIA 0ObIKHOBEHHO BME-
CTe C HUMMU, Takke yexan B ropog, B cya. K obeay myx
obeLlan npMBe3TM HEMHOIMX N TOMNbKO CaMbIX OnM3KNX
3HaKOMbIX. XOPOLLO BbIXOAMMO, YTO UMEHUHbI COBNanu ¢
AavHbiM BpeMmeHeM. B ropoae npuwinock 6bl TpaTuUThbCA
Ha Bornbllon NnapagHbIiv 0bead, noxanyn gaxe Ha 6an, a
34ecb, Ha ga4ve, MOXHO Oblno 0bonTUCb caMmbiMu HEDOSb-
wunmn pacxogamun. KHasb LLlenH, HecmoTpst Ha cBoe BUA-
HOe NonoXXeHue B 00LLIECTBE, @ MOXET ObITb 1 bnarogaps
eMy, eqBa CBOAWI KOHLbI ¢ KoHUamu. OrpoMHOe poaoBoe
MMeHKe ObINo NOYTU COBCEM PACCTPOEHO €ro npeakamu,
a XWUTb NPUXOOWIOCH Bbllle CPEeACTB: AenaTb NpPUeMb,
GnaroTBOpuTb, XOPOLLO OAEBATLCH, AepXKaTb Nnowagen u
T. 4. KHarnHa Bepa, y KoTopou npexHasa cTpacTHas no-



BG0Bb K MYXXy [aBHO Y€ nepeluna B YyBCTBO MPOYHOM,
BEPHOW, UCTUHHOW OpYyXObl, BCEMU cunamu crtapanacb
NOMOYb KHA3I0 YOepXKaTbCs OT NOSIHOro pasopeHns. OHa
BO MHOIOM, HE3aMETHO 415 HEro, oTkasbiBana cebe 1, Ha-
CKOJNbKO BO3MOXHO, 9KOHOMUS1a B IOMALLHEM XO35MCTBE.

Tenepb OHa xoguna no cagy v OCTOPOXHO cpesana
HOXHMLUAaMK LUBeTbl K 0begeHHomMy ctony. Knymbbl ony-
ctenun n umenu 6ecnopsigoydHbin Bua. [JouBetanun pasHo-
LBETHble MaxpoBble NBO3ANKN, a TaKKe JIEBKOW — Hano-
NOBWHY B LiBETAX, a HAarnonoBUHY B TOHKNX 3eSEHbIX CTPY-
YbsX, MAXHYBLUNX KanyCTOMW, pO30BbI€ KyCTbl eLLE AaBanu
— B TPETUI pas 3a 3TO f1eTO — BYTOHbI U PO3bI, HO YXXE U3-
MenbvaBLUve, peaKkmMe, TOYHO BblpoamBLUMECS. 3aTO MblLu-
HO LBEnn CBOEN X0SI04HON, BbICOKOMEPHOW KPacoTOoo re-
OPrvHbI, MUOHbI U acTpbl, PacnpoCTPaHASA B YyTKOM BO3-
AyXe OCEHHWUN, TPaBAHUCTbIN, TPYCTHbIN 3anax. OcTtanb-
Hble LIBETbI MOCNEe CBOEWN POCKOLUHOW NOBU N Ype3mep-
HOro 0BMNBHOMO NETHEro MaTEPUHCTBA TUXO OCbINanun Ha
3eMnio BecumcrieHHble cemeHa ByayLen XXnsHu.

Bnunako Ha wocce nocnblwannucb 3HakoMble 3BYKU aB-
TOMOBOUITBLHOMO TPEXTOHHOrO poOXKa. OTO MNoabe3dxana
cecTpa KHArmHM Bepbl — AHHa HukonaesHa ®puecce, C
yTpa obellasLiasn no tenedoHy npmexarb NOMoOYb CECT-
pe NpMHUMaTb roCTEN 1 MO XO3SNCTBY.

ToHkun cnyx He obmaHyn Bepy. OHa nowna Ha-
BCTpe4y. Yepes HeCKOSbKO MUHYT Y Aa4vHbIX BOPOT KPYTO



OCTaHOBWICS M3SLLHbIN aBTOMOOUNb-KapeTa, u wodep,
NOBKO CNpbIFHYB C CUAEHbS, pacnaxHyn asepuy.

CecTpbl pagocTHo nouenosanuck. OHM C caMoro paH-
Hero getctea Oblnu nNpuBA3aHbl APYr K ApYyry TEnmnon u
3abotnumeon gpyx6on. Mo BHELWHOCTM OHM A0 CTPAHHOIO
He BbInn cxoxun mexay coboro. Ctapwas, Bepa, nowna
B MaTb, KpacaBuuy aHrnm4yaHKy, CBOEN BbICOKON rMOKON
dUrypom, HEXHbIM, HO XONOAHbIM U ropAbIM JIMLIOM, Npe-
KpacHbIMU, XOTA AOBOSIbHO 60MbLUMMN PYKaMK 1 TOW o4va-
poBaTeribHOW MOKaTOCThbHO MNfleY, Kakyto MOXHO BUAETb Ha
CTapvHHbIX MUHUaTopax. Mnagwas — AHHa, — Haobo-
pOT, yHacneaoBana MOHIOSbCKY KPOBb OTLA, TaTapCKo-
ro KHs34, Aef KOToporo KpecTtuncd Tonbko B Hadane XIX
CTONETUS U APEBHUN poS, KOTOPOro BOCXOAMN 4O CaMoro
TamepnaHna, nnu Jlanr-Temupa, Kak ¢ ropgoCTbi0 Ha3bl-
Ban ee oTel, No-TaTapCkn, 3TOr0 BEMNKOrO KPOBOMUIALLY.
OHa 6bina Ha NoNrofioBbl HUXE CECTPbI, HECKOMNBbKO LUN-
pokas B nnevax, XxvBasi U NerkoMbICreHHasa, HaCMeLLHU-
ua. JIMuo ee CMNbHO MOHIONBLCKOrO TUNAa ¢ AOBOSBHO 3a-
METHbIMM CKyfamu, C Y3eHbKUMW rasamm, KOTopble OHa
K TOMY ke no 6rnm3opyKocTu wypuna, ¢ HagMEHHbIM Bbl-
pa)xeHUeM B MareHbKoM, YyBCTBEHHOM pTe, 0COBEHHO B
cnerka BblABWHYTOW Bneper nonHOM HKHen rybe, — nu-
L0 9TO, OAHAKO, NNEHASO KaKOM-TO HEYIIOBUMOM U HEMO-
HATHOW NPEeNecTblo, KOTopas 3akroyanachb, MOXET ObITb,
B YnblbKe, MOXeT ObITb, B r1y60KOWN XXeHCTBEHHOCTU BCEX



4YepT, MOXET ObiTb, B MMKAHTHOW, 3a40PHO-KOKETIIMBOW
Mumuke. Ee rpaumosHaa HekpacuBoCTb BO3Oyxxagana wu
npuenekana BHAMaHMEe MYXYMH ropasgo yauwe n Cusb-
Hee, YeM apuCToKpaTMyecKkas KpacoTa ee CecTpbl.

OHa 6bina 3amyxeM 3a O4eHb 6oraTbiM M OYeHb Iny-
NbIM YENOBEKOM, KOTOPbIA POBHO HWYEro He Aenarn, Ho
YUCNKUACSA NPU KaKOM-TO BrnaroTBOPUTENBHOM yypexae-
HUX N NMeEN 3BaHWe Kamep-toHKepa. Myxa oHa TepneTb
He Morna, HO poauna oT Hero AByX AETEN — Manbymnka u
AeBOYKY; bonbLlue oHa pelnna He UMETb AETEN U HE UMe-
na. Yto kacaetcs Bepbl — Ta xagHo xoTena geten n ga-
Xe, e Kasarnocb, YeMm borbLue, TeM fy4Lle, HO NoYeMY-TO
OHW Yy HEe He poxganucb, N oHa 60NE3HEHHO U MbIfKO
oboXana XOpOoLIEeHbKNUX MarnoKpPOBHbIX AeTen Mragwen
CEeCTpbl, BCcerga npunuyHbIX U NocnyLwHbIX, ¢ 6negHbiMu
MYYHUCTbIMU NMLLAMU U C 3aBUTbIMWU NIbHAHBIMW KYKOSb-
HbIMW BONOCaMW.

AHHa Bca cocTosina u3 Becenoun 6esanabepHocTn u
MUNbIX, MHOrAa CTpaHHbIX npoTtnBopedmin. OHa OXOTHO
npegasanacb camoMy pPUCKOBaHHOMY (brnnpTy BO BCeX
cTonMuax M Ha BCcex KypopTtax EBponbl, HO HUKOrga He
N3MEHSNIa MYXY, KOTOPOro, O4HaKo, Npe3puTenbHO Bbl-
cMevBana v B rnasa u 3a rnasa; obina pactountenbHa,
cTpaLluHo nobuna azapTHbIe UrPbl, TaHLbl, CUMNbHbIE Bre-
YyaTneHus, oCTpble 3penuLla, nocellana 3a rpaHuLen co-
MHUTENbHbIE Kadoe, HO B TO XXe BpeMs oTnnvanaco Lwega-



pon gobpoTomn n rnybokomn, NCKPEeHHEN HabOXXHOCTLIO, KO-
TOopas 3acTaBuna ee gaxe NPUHATL TANHO KaTONNYECTBO.
Y Hee ObINM peakon KpacoTbl cnvHa, rpyab n nneyvn. OT-
npaensasicb Ha 6onbne 6anbl, oHa obHaXxanacb ropasgo
Oonblue npeaenos, A03BONSAEMbIX NMPUTUYMEM U MOOOMN,
HO rOBOPWIIN, YTO NOA HNU3KNM AEKOnbTe Y Hee Bceraa bbl-
na HageTta BnacsHuua.

Bepa e Gblna cTporo npocra, CoO BCEMWU XONOAHO U
HEMHOro CBbICOKa Ntobe3Ha, He3aBMcUMa U LLI@pCTBEHHO
CMNOKOWHa.



— boxe mon, kak y Bac 3gecb xopowo! Kak xopowuo! —
roBopuna AHHa, nas ObICTPLIMU 1 MENKUMM LLIaraMmm psi-
AOM C CecTpon Mo Jopoxke. — Ecnu MoxHo, nocuanm
HEMHOro Ha ckameedke Hag obpblBOM. A Tak AaBHO He
Bugena mops. M Kakon YyaHbl BO3OQyX: OblWUWb — U
cepgue Becenutcs. B Kpbimy, B Mucxope, npoLusnbim fne-
TOM S caenana u3ymuTeribHoe OTKpbITUE. 3Haellb, YeM
naxHeT Mopckas BoAa Bo Bpemsi npudos? lNpeacrtassb ce-
Oe — pesenon.

Bepa nackoBo ycmexHynach:

— Tbl paHTasepka.

— Hert, HeT. A NoMHI0 Takxke pas, Ha4o MHOW BCe CMe-
ANUCb, Korga s ckasana, Yto B JIyHHOM CBeTe eCTb Ka-
KOW-TO PO30BbIN OTTEHOK. A Ha OHAX XYAOXHUK Bopuuknin
— BOT TOT, YTO NULLET MOW NOPTPET, — COrnacuscs, 4To s
Oblna npaea 1 4YTO XYAOXHMKM 06 3TOM AaBHO 3HAIOT.

— XyOOXHUK — TBOE HOBOE yBrevyeHne?

— Tbl BCcerga npuagymaews! — 3acmesnacb AHHa W,
ObICTPO NOOMANA K caMoMy Kpato 0bpbiBa, OTBECHOM CTe-
HoW NagasLero rnyboko B MOpe, 3arnsHyna BHU3 1 BAPYr
BCKPWMKHYIa B y>Kace 1 oTwaTHynacb Hasaz ¢ nobneaHes-
UMM FTULOM.

— Y, KaK BbICOKO! — nponsHecrna oHa ocrnabesBlunm u



B3Aparveatomnm ronocoM. — Korga 4 rmsiky ¢ Takow Bbl-
COTbl, Y MEHSI BCerga Kak-To cragko v NpOTUBHO LLIEKOYET
B rpyam... 1 NanbLbl HA HOrax wemuT... N Bce-Taku Ta-
HET, TAHET...

OHa xoTena euwle pa3 HarHyTbCcs Hag obpbliBOM, HO
cecTpa ocTaHoBuna ee.

— AHHa, goporas mos, pagn bora! Y meHs y camomn
rorioBa Kpy>XuTcs, Korga Tbl Tak genaewb. MNMpowy Tebs,
caab.

— Hy xopowo, xopowlo, cena... Ho Tbl TOfbKO NOCMOT-
pW, Kakasa KpacoTa, Kakasd pagocTb — NPOCTO rna3 He Ha-
cbiTutca. Ecnm Obl Thbl 3Hana, kak a9 bnarogapHa bory 3a
BCe Yyaeca, KoTopble OH Ans Hac caenan!

O6e Ha MUHYTKY 3agymanucb. [nyboko-rinyboko noa
HUMKU nokounocb mope. Co ckamenkm He Obino BUAHO
Gepera, 1 OTTOro owyuieHne 6eCKOHeYHOCTU N BENNYNA
MOPCKOro npoctopa eule 6onblie ycunueanocb. Boga
Oblna nackoBO-CMOKOWMHA U BECENO-CUHSI, CBETNES NULLb
KOCbIMU ragkuMmn noriocamm B MeCTax TEYEHUS U nepe-
XOAs B ryCTO-CUHWUIA rNyBOKUIN LBET Ha FOPU3OHTE.

Pbibaybn nogkn, ¢ TpyaoM oTMedaemble rnasom — Ta-
KMMM OHU Ka3anucb MareHbKUMU, — HENOABWXHO apema-
N1 B MOPCKOW rnagu, Heganeko ot bepera. A ganblue
TOYHO CTOSANO B BO34yxe, He NOABUrasicb Bnepen, Tpex-
MaJTOBOE CYAHO, BCE CBEPXY AOHM3Y 0aeToe ogqHoobpas-
HbIMW, BbIMYKIbIMX OT BeTpa GernbiMu CTPOMHBLIMK Napy-



camu.

— 4 1eba noHnmaro, — 3a4yMUMBO CKasana crapLias
cecTpa, — HO Yy MEeHSl Kak-TO He TakK, Kak y Tebda. Korga
S1 B NEPBbIN pa3 BMXY MOpe nocne 605bworo BpeMeHu,
OHO MEHS N BOSHYET, 1 pagyeT, u nopaxaet. Kak dyaro
S1 B NepBbl pa3 BUXY OFPOMHOE, TOPXXECTBEHHOE 4ya0.
Ho noTtom, Korga npuBbIKHY K HEMY, OHO HA4YMHAET MEHS
AaBUTb CBOEW MNSIOCKOM NYCTOTOW... A CKyyato, msaa Ha
Hero, 1 yX ctapatocb 6onblue He cMoTpeTb. Hagoenaer.

AHHa ynblbHynachb.

— Yemy TbI? — cnpocuna cecTpa.

— [Mpownbim neTom, — ckasana AHHa fnykaBo, — Mbl U3
AnTbl noexann G6onblLUO KaBanbkagon BEPXOM Ha Yu-
Kow. 310 Tam, 3a necHm4ecTBoM, Bbille Bogonaga. [lo-
nanu cHadana B o6nako, 661110 04eHb CbIPO U NIIOX0 BUA-
HO, a Mbl BCE NOAHUMANUCb BBEPX MO KPYTOW TPOMMHKE
MexXay cocHamu. W BOopyr Kak-TO cpa3y OKOH4YUIICA fiec,
1 Mbl BbILLN N3 TymaHa. Boobpasu cebe: y3eHbkas nno-
Lagka Ha ckane, n nog Horamu y Hac nponactb. [lepes-
HW BHU3Y KaXXyTCA He Borblue cnMye4yHon Kopobku, neca
N cagbl — Kak Mernkasa TpaBska. Bca MecTHOCTb cnyckaeT-
CSl K MOPIO, TOYHO reorpaduyeckada kapta. A Tam garnb-
we — mope! BepcT Ha naTtbaecsdT, Ha cTo Brieped. MHe
Kasanocb — 51 NOBUCa B BO3ayxXe M BOT-BOT nosnedy. Ta-
Kas KpacoTta, Takaa nerkoctb! A obopaynBatocb Hasag
N roBOpPIO NPOBOAHMKY B BocTopre: «4to? Xopowo, Ce-



na-ornbl?» A OH TONbKO S3bIKOM MoYMoKan: «39Xx, bapuHa,
Kak MUHe Bce 3T0 Hagoern. Kax-abi JeHb BUOUMY.

— bnarogapto 3a cpaBHeHue, — 3acmesinacb Bepa, —
HET, 1 TONbKO AyMmato, YTO HaMm, ceBepsiHaM, HUKOorda He
NOHATb Npenectn mops. A nobnto nec. NoMHUWb nec y
Hac B EropoBckomM?.. Pa3Be MOXeT OH Korga-Hubyab npu-
ckyunTb? CocHbll.. A kakne mxu!.. A myxomopsbl! TouHO
N3 KpacHOro atnaca v BbilnTbl 6enbiM 6ucepom. Tuim-
Ha Takas... npoxnaga.

— MHe Bce paBHO, 5 Bce nobnto, — otBeTuna AHHa. — A
Bonblue Bcero s Nbio MOK CECTPEHKY, MO0 Bnaropa-
3yMHyt0 BepeHbky. Hac Befb TONbKO ABOe Ha CBeTeE.

OHa oBHsANa cTapLlyo CeCTpy M Npwxanach K HEw, Lie-
Ka K Wweke. M Bgpyr cnoxBaTtunacek. — HeT, kakasi e 4 rny-
nada! Mbl ¢ To6oOlO, TOYHO B poMaHe, CuamMm n pasrosapu-
BaeM O Npupoae, a 9 CoBceM 3abbinia Npo MO NOAAPOK.
BoT nocmoTpu. A 6010Cb TONbKO, MOHPaBUTCH N?

OHa gocTtana 13 CBoero py4Horo MeLLoyka MasneHbKyo
3anuUCHYI0 KHWXKY B YAMBUTENBHOM nepensieTe: Ha cTa-
pOM, CTEPLUEMCSH N NOCEPEBLLEM OT BpEMEHM CHEM Bap-
XaTe BUIICA TYCKMNO-3010TON (PUNUrpaHHbIn y30p peakon
CNOXXHOCTW, TOHKOCTU U KPpacoTbl, — 04€BUAHO, NIOOOBHOE
AEeNo PyK UCKYCHOMO M TepNenmnBoro XyaoxHuka. KHmkka
Oblna npukpenseHa K TOHEHbKOW, KaK HUTKa, 3010TOM Le-
noyKke, NIUCTKN B cepeauHe Obinm 3ameHeHbl TabneTkamm
N3 CNOHOBOW KOCTW.



— Kakasi npekpacHas Belwp! Npenectb! — ckasana Be-
pa n nouenosana cecTpy. — bnarogapto Tebs. [ae Tbl oo-
cTana Takoe COKpoBuLLE?

— B ogHon aHTMkBapHOM nasouyke. Tbl BeAb 3Haellb
MO cnabocTb pbITbCSA B CTAapMHHOM Xxrame. BoT a u
Habpena Ha 9TOT MOMUTBEHHMK. [locMoTpu, BUOMLDb,
Kak 30ecb opHaMeHT aenaet durypy kpecta. [pasaa,
S Hawna TONMbKO OAWH NepenneT, ocTanbHoe Bce npu-
LUNOCb NPUAYMbIBATb — INCTOYKN, 3aCTEXKU, KapaHaall.
Ho MonnnHe coBceM He XOTesT MEHSA MOHATb, KaK 9 eMy
HW TonKoBana. 3acTexkn OOMMKHbI 6b1fiv BbITb B TAKOM Xe
CTWne, Kak 1 BeCb y30p, MaToBble, CTaporo 30510Ta, TOH-
Kon pe3bbbl, a oH Bor 3HaeT 4To caenan. 3aTo ueno4ka
HacTosLLIaa BEHeLUMaHCKasa, OYEHb OPEBHSIS.

Bepa nackoBo nornaguna npekpacHbin nepenner.

— Kakasa rnybokasi ctapuHal.. CKONbKO MOXET ObiTb
3TON KHWKKE? — cnpocuna oHa. — A 6otocb onpenenntb
TOYHO. [MpnbNManTENbHO KOHEL, ceMHaaLaToro Beka, ce-
peavHa BOCEMHaaLaToro. ..

— Kak cTpaHHo, — ckasana Bepa ¢ 3agymumBon ynbi6-
KOW. — BOT 51 oepXy B CBOMX pyKax Bellb, KOTOPOM, MOXET
ObITb, Kacanuck pykn mapkusel Nomnagyp nnn camom Ko-
poneBbl AHTyaHeTTbl... HO 3Haelwb, AHHa, 3TO TONbKO Te-
6Ge morna npunTK B rofnoBsy LWarnbHas MbICIb NepegenaTb
MONUTBEHHUK B gamckmi carnet’. OgHako Bce-Takum nom-

! 3anucHas kHkka (¢ppaHy.).



AeM NoCMOTPUM, YTO TaM Yy Hac genaeTcs.

OHu npoLwnun B 4oM Yepes 60sbLLY0 KaMeHHY Teppa-
CYy, CO BCEX CTOPOH 3aKpPbITYH rYCTbIMW LUNAnepamMm Bu-
Horpaga «m3abennay. YepHble 0OunbHble rpo3abs, n3aa-
BaBLUMe crnabbl 3anax KnyoOHMKKM, TSXKENO CBMCAnn MEX-
Ay TEMHOW, Koe-rae 030/104eHHON CosHLUEM 3ereHblo. o
BCEW Teppace pasnuearcs 3efeHbl NOoNyCBET, OT KOTO-
POro nuua XeHLWnH cpady nobnegHenu.

— Tbl BENUWb 30eCb HakpbIBaTb? — cnpocuna AHHa.

— [a, 9 cama Tak gymana cHa4ana... Ho Tenepb Beve-
pa Takue xonogHble. YX fnyylle B CTONOBOW. A MY>XYMHbI
nycTb cloda yXoaaT KypUTb.

— byaet kTo-HNMBYAb MHTEPECHbLIN?

— # ewe He 3Ha. 3Hal0 TOMbKO, YTO ByaeT Haw ae-
AyLKa.

— AX, gegywka munein. Bot pagocTts! — BOCKIIMKHYNa
AHHa 1 BcnnecHyna pykamu. — A ero, Kaxertcs, CTo net
He Buaana.

— byget cectpa Bacu n, kaxetcs, npodeccop Cnewu-
HUKOB. A BYepa, AHHEeHbKa, NPOCTO rorfioBy notepsna. Tol
3Haelb, YTO OHM obBa nbAT NoKywaTtb — 1 gegyLuka u
npodgyeccop. Ho HM 30ecb, HX B ropofe — HUYero He Jo-
CTaHellb HW 3a Kakune aeHbrn. Jlyka oTbickan rae-1o nepe-
nenoB — 3aKkasan 3HaKOMOMY OXOTHUKY — M YTO-TO MyapuUT
Hag HUMK. Poctbund goctanu cpaBHUTENBHO HEQYPHOW —
yBbl! — Hen3bexHbln pocTong. O4eHb XxopoLune paku.



— Hy 4T0 X, He TaK yXX AypHO. Tbl He TpeBOXbCS. Brnpo-
4yeM, Mexay Hamu, y Tebs y camom ecTb crnabocTb BKYCHO
noecTb.

— Ho 6yaet un koe-4to pegkoe. CerogHsi yTpom pbibak
npuHec mMopckoro netyxa. A cama sugena. Npsmo ka-
Koe-TO yygoBuLle. [laxke cTpaLlHo.

AHHa, 00 XagHoCTM NOOMbLITHAA KO BCEMY, YTO ee
Kacanocb M YTO He Kacanocb, cenyac xe norpebosana,
4yTOObI € NPUHECN NOKa3aTb MOPCKOro NeTyxa.

Mpuwen Bbicokun, 6puTbIn, xentonuubin nosap Jlyka
¢ 6onbLuon npogonrosaton 6enor NoxaHblo, KOTOPYH OH
C TPyAOM, OCTOPOXHO Aepkan 3a YLKK, 60sicb pacnnec-
KaTb BOOY Ha MapKeT.

— [1BeHaguaTb C NONOBUHOK (PYHTOB, Balle CUATENb-
CTBO, — CKa3arl OH C 0COH6eHHON NOBapCKOW rOpAOCTbI0. —
Mbl naBeya B3BeLLUUBAnW.

Pbiba Oblna cnuKOM Benuka AN NOXaHKu U nexa-
na Ha gHe, 3aBepHyYB XBOCT. Ee yewlya otnueana 3ono-
TOM, NNaBHUKKM BbINIM APKO-KPACHOrO LiBeTa, a OT rpomag-
HOWM XULLHOW MOPAbI LWSAKN B CTOPOHbI ABa HEXHO-ToNybbIX
cKrnag4arbix, Kak Beep, ANUHHbIX Kpbiria. Mopckon neTyx
ObIN eLLe XnB N ycuneHHo pabotan xabpamu.

MnagLas cectpa OCTOPOXHO AOTPOHYNACb MUSUHLIEM
A0 ronosbl pbibbl. HO NeTyx HeOXnagaHHO BCMECHY XBO-
CTOM, U AHHa C BU3rOM OTAEPHYNa PyKYy.

— He nsBonbTe 6ecnokonTbes, Balle CUATENBCTBO, BCE



B Nnyyllem BMAe YyCTPOUM, — CKasarn nosap, 04eBUOHO Mo-
HUMaBLWKnN Tpesory AHHbl. — Cendvac bonrapvH npuHec
ABe AblHW. AHaHacHble. Ha MaHep Bpofe Kak kaHTtany-
Mbl, HO TOSLKO 3anax Kyaa apomarHee. U ewe ocmentochb
CMpPOCUTb Ballle CUATENBbCTBO, KaKOW COYC NpUKaxKeTe no-
AaBatb K NeTyxy: TapTap Uim nonbCKUN, a To MOXHO Npo-
CTO cyxapu B Macno?

— [enain, kak 3Haewsb. Ctynan! — npukasana KHArmHS.



IV

[Mocne nATKM YacoB cTanu cbedxaTbCsa rocTn. KHA3b
Bacvnui JleBoBUY npurees ¢ coboto Boosyto cecTpy Jloa-
muny JIeBoBHyY, No mMyxy [ypacosy, nonHyo, obpoayLu-
HYHO M HEOObLIKHOBEHHO MOSTYaNUBYHO XXEHLLMHY; CBETCKO-
ro monogoro 6oraroro wanonas n kytuny Bactoukb, KoTo-
poro BeCb ropo/ 3Has nog aTum bammnbAapHbIM UMEHEM,
OYeHb MPUATHOrO B 00LLLECTBE YMEHbEM METb U AeKramu-
poBaTb, a TakKe yCTpamBaTb XMBbl€ KapTUHbI, CNEeKTaKu
n GnaroTBopuTenbHble Basapbl; 3HAMEHUTYIO MUAHUCTKY
YKeHHn Peuntep, nogpyry KHArMHM Bepbl no CMosibHOMY
WHCTUTYTY, a TaKkke cBoero wypuHa Hukonas Hukona-
eBn4a. 3a HMMKU npuexan Ha aBToOMobuMe My>XX AHHbI,
c 6puTtbiM TONCTbIM, 6€300pa3HO OrPOMHLIM Npodecco-
poM CnewHNKOBbIM U C MECTHbIM BuLUE-TybepHaTOpOM
doH 3ekkom. [NosgHee apyrux npuexan reHeparn AHOCOB,
B XOpPOLUEM HAaeMHOM faHAo, B COMPOBOXAEHUN OBYX
odmuepoB: WTabHoro nonkoBHMka NoHamapeBa, npex-
AEeBPEMEHHO COCTapPUBLLENOCS, Xy4Oro, Xen4yHoro Yyerno-
BeKa, MU3MOXAEHHOIo HEMOCUIBbHOM KaHLensapckon pabo-
TOW, U rBapLenNCKoro rycapckoro nopy4dmka baxtmHckoro,
KoTopbI cnaBuncs B NeTepOypre Kak fyyuni TaHLop U
HecpaBHEHHbLIN pacnopsanTens 6anos.

eHepan AHOCOB, TY4YHbIN, BbICOKUI, CepebpsHbInN CTa-



peL, TSKeno crnesan ¢ NOAHOXKW, AepXacb OAHON pyKOWn
3a NOpy4HM KO3en, a Apyron — 3a 3afoK aKkunaxa. B ne-
BOW pyKe OH JepXarn ClyxOBOM POXOK, a B NpaBown — nan-
Ky C pe3MHOBbIM HaKOHEYHUKOM. Y Hero 6bino 6onbLuoe,
rpyboe, KpacHoO€e N1Lo C MACUCTbIM HOCOM U C TeM 00-
poaYLIHO-BENNYAaBbIM, YyTb-4yTb NPE3pPUTENbHbBIM Bbipa-
XEHMEM B MPULLYPEHHbIX FMNasax, PacrnofioXeHHbIX Ny-
YNCTbIMU, NPUNYXNbIMK NONYKPYraMn, Kakoe CBOMCTBEH-
HO MY>XXeCTBEHHbIM U NPOCTbIM J0AAM, BUAABLUMM YaCTO
n BrM3Ko nepen CBOMMMU rniazamm OnacHOCTb U CMEpPTb.
O6e cecTpbl, U3ganu ysHaBwKne ero, nogbdexann K Ko-
ndAcKe Kak pas BoBpeMsi, YTOObl NonyLyTs, nonycepbes-
HO nogaepXartb ero ¢ 06enx CTOPOH Nog pPyKu.

— TouHo... apxuepes! — ckaszan reHepan nackoBbIM
XpunosatbiM 6acom.

— Henywka, muneHsknn, goporon! — rosopuna Bepa
TOHOM nerkoro ynpeka. — Kaxabin ieHb Bac Xaem, a Bbl
XOTb BObl rnasa nokasanw.

— [enylwika y Hac Ha tore BCsKY0 COBECTb noTtepsn, —
3acmesinacb AHHaA. — MoXxHO 6bIno Obl, KaXeTcs, BCNOM-
HUTb O KPEeCTHOM ao4yepun. A Bbl aepxute cebsa aoHXKya-
HOM, BEeCCTbIAHUK, U COBCEM 3abbIfN O HALLIEM CYLLIECTBO-
BaHUM. ..

eHeparn, 06HaXMB CBOK BENMYECTBEHHYIO rOfoBY, Lie-
nosan noovepeaHo pyku y obenx cectep, NOTOM Leno-
Basl UX B LWEKN MU ONATb B PYKY.



— [1eBOYKNM... nogoxanuTe... He BpaHuTeChb, — rOBOPWUI
OH, NepemMexas Kaxgoe CrioBO B3goXaMu, nponcxoaus-
LWMMN OT AaBHULLHEN OAbILWKN. — YeCcTHOe CnoBo... OOkK-
TOPULLKN pa3HecyacTHble... BCe NETO Kynanu Mou pes-
MaTU3Mbl... B KAKOM-TO FPSI3HOM. .. KUCENE... Y>KaCHO nax-
HeT... W He Bbinyckanu... Bbl nepsble... K KOMY rnpue-
Xarn... Y>kacHo pagj... ¢ Bamu yBuaeTbcs... Kak npbirae-
Te?.. Tbl, Bepouka... coBcem negu... o4eHb cTana rnoxo-
Xa... Ha NOKOWHUUY MaTb... Korga KpectuTb no3oBeLlb?

— On, 6orock, geayLuka, YTo HUKoraa. ..

— He otyauBancs... Bce Bnepegu... Monuce bory... A
Tbl, AHSl, BOBCE HE U3MEHUNACb... Tbl N B LUECTbOECAT
net... bygewb Takasa e cTpeko3a-erosa. lNocronTe-ka.
[aBanTte g BaM NpeacTasBnio rocrnog opuuepos.

— 4 yxe gaBHO nmen 3Ty 4YecTb! — ckasarn NoSIKOBHUK
MoHamapes, KnaHssChb.

— £ 6bIn npeacraBneH kHArnHe B [eTepbypre, — noa-
XBaTun rycap.

— Hy, Tak npeactasnio Tebe, AHs, nopyymka baxTuh-
ckoro. TaHuop n BysH, HO XopoLnin KaBanepuct. BbiHb-
ka, BaxTMHCKnin, MunbIn MOW, TaM N3 KOMACKWU. .. [Nongem-
Te, AeBoYKkun... Yem, Bepouka, bygewb kKopMmnutb? Y me-
HS... NOCMe NUMaHHOro pexuma... anneTuT, Kak y Bbl-
MYyCKHOrO. .. NpanopLiuka.

eHepan AHocoB 6bin1 60eBbIM TOBapULLEM U NpeaaH-
HbIM 4 PYroM NOKOWHOro kHA39 Mup3sa-bynat-TyraHoBcko-



ro. Bcro HexxHyto apy»x0y 1 noboBb OH NOCNE CMEPTU KHSA-
35 nepeHec Ha ero godepen. OH 3HaN MX elle COBCEM
ManeHbkuMn, a Mnaglwwyro AHHy gaxe kpectun. B 1o Bpe-
MSs1 — KaK 1 4O CUX NOP — OH BbIfT KOMEeHAAHTOM B0ONbLLON,
HO MOYTW ynpasgHeHHoW kpenocTtu B I. K. 1 exegHeBHO
ObiBan B gome TyraHoBckux. [1eTn npocTto oboxanu ero
3a 6anoBCTBO, 3a NOAAPKK, 3a NOXN B LUMPK 1 TeaTp U 3a
TO, YTO HMKTO TaK yBrneKaTenbHO He YMen Urpatb C HUMN,
kak AHocoB. Ho 6onblue BCero nx o4apoBbIBanm 1 Kpenye
BCEro 3anevartnenucb B X NnaMaTn ero pacckasbl O BOEH-
HbIX NOX0A4aX, CPaXXEHUAX U CTOsAHKaX Ha BmByakax, O no-
BGenax n OTCTYNNEeHUsIX, 0 CMEPTU, paHax 1 JNTbIX MOPO-
3ax, — HETOPOMNMMBbLIE, ANNYECKM CNOKONHbIE, NPOCTOCEP-
AeyHble pacckasbl, pacckasblBaemble Mexay Be4YepHUM
YaeM M TeM CKyYHbIM YacoM, Korga AeTen No3oByT cnaTtb.

MO HbIHELWHMM HpaBaM 3TOT OBITOMOK CTapuHbI Npea-
CTaBnAnCcsa NCNOMIMHCKOM U HEOBBLIKHOBEHHO XMBOMUCHOM
durypon. B Hem coBmeLLanncb UMEHHO Te NPOCTble, HO
TporatenbHble 1 rMybokue YepTbl, KOTOPbIE AaXe U B €ro
BpeMeEHa ropasgo Yaue BCTpeyanucb B psaoBbIX, YEM
B odpuuepax, Te YNCTO PYCCKME, MYXULKUE YepTbl, KOTO-
pble B COeaHEHNN atoT BO3BbILWEHHbBIN 06pa3, aenas-
LM MHOTAA HaLlero congara He ToNbKo HenobeanmbiMm,
HO N BEMMKOMYYEHMKOM, MOYTU CBATbLIM, — YePTbl, COCTO-
sBLUIME N3 BECXUTPOCTHON, HAMBHOW BEPbI, ICHOrO, 006-
poaYLIHO-BECENOro B3rnaga Ha >XM3Hb, XONIO4HOW U ae-



NnoBOW OTBarn, NOKOPCTBa nepeq nuuoM CMepTK, xaro-
CTN K no6exxgeHHoMY, 6BECKOHEYHOrO TEPMNEHNS 1 Nopa3un-
TenbHOW (PNU3n4eCKon N HpaBCTBEHHOW BbIHOCIIMBOCTM.

AHOCOB, Ha4MHas C MorbCKOW BOWHbI, y4acTBOBar BO
BCEX KaMMaHUAX, KpoMe ANoHCKoW. OH 1 Ha 3Ty BOWHY No-
wen 6bl 6e3 konebaHuin, HO ero He No3Banu, a 'y Hero Bce-
raa 6bino Bennkoe no CKPOMHOCTU npaBuio: «He nesb
Ha CMepTb, Noka Tebsi He N030BYT». 3a BCIO CBOIO CNYyX0y
OH He TOSIbKO HUKOr4a He BbICEK, HO JaXe He yaapun HU
ofHOro congara. Bo Bpemsi NonbCKoro Msitexka OH OTKa-
3ancs ogHaxabl paccTpenmBaTtb NNEHHbIX, HECMOTPA Ha
NUYHOE NpuKasaHMe NonkoBoro komanampa. «Lllnnona a
HEe TOSIbKO paccTpensto, — ckasarn OH, — HO, ecrnu npuka-
XeTe, NMYHO YyBbbio. A 3TO NNeHHble, N 9 He Mory». U cka-
3an OH 3TO TaK NPOCTO, NOYTUTENBLHO, 6e3 TeHM BbI30Ba
WM PUCOBKM, MIAAS NPSIMO B rnasa HadasibHUKY CBOMMMU
SICHbIMW, TBEPALIMW FMa3amu, YTO ero, BMECTO TOrO YTO-
Obl CaMOro paccTpendaTb, OCTaBuUNn B MOKOE.

B BonHy 1877-1879 rogoB OH O4YeHb ObLICTPO OCNY-
XUNCA OO0 YMHA MOSIKOBHUKA, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO Obin
Mano obpa3soBaH, Unn, Kak OH CaM BblpaXkancs, KOH4YMN
TONbKO «MeABeXbio akagemutoy. OH y4acTsoBan npu ne-
penpase 4yepe3 [yHan, nepexoaun bankaHbl, OoTCUMXHK-
Bancd Ha LUunke, 6bin npyn nocnegHen atake [neBHbl;
pPaHUN ero oauH pas TAXKemNo, YeTbipe — Nnerko, u, Kpo-
M€ TOro, OH MOYyYKns OCKOSTIKOM FpaHaTbl KECTOKYH KOH-



Ty3uto B ronosy. Pageuknin n Ckobenes 3Hanm ero nM4Ho
N OTHOCUIIUCb K HEMY C UCKITIOUYUTENBHBIM YBaXKEHUEM.
MMeHHO nNpo Hero n ckasan kak-to Ckobenes: «f1 3Hato
O4HOro ogumuepa, KOTopbI ropa3no xpabpee MeHs, — 3TO
Manop AHOCOBY.

C BOWHbI OH BepHYyNcs noyTu ornoxwuin Gnarogaps
OCKOSKY rpaHatbl, ¢ 605IbHOM HOrom, Ha KOTOpPOW Obinu
amMnyTUpoBaHbl TP OTMOPOXEHHbIX BO BpemMsa OGankax-
CKOro nepexoga narnbLa, € Xectoyamumm peBMaTn3mMom,
HaxnTbiM Ha LUunke. Ero xotenu 6bino nNo uctevyeHun
ABYX NeT MUPHOM CNyX0bl yneyb B OTCTaBKy, HO AHOCOB
3aynpsmunca. TyT eMy o4eHb KCTaTtv NOMOr CBOMM BIK-
SHMEM HavanbHUK Kpas, XXUBOW CBUAETESNb ero XnagHo-
KPOBHOIoO My>XecTBa npu nepenpase yepes [yHan. B lNe-
TepOypre pewmnnun He oropvaTb 3aCiy>KEHHOrO MOJSIKOBHU-
Ka, n eMy Aanu noXnsHeHHoe MecTo KomeHaaHTa B . K. —
AOIMKHOCTb BOnee NOYETHYI0, YEM HYXXHYIO B LIENSIX FOCY-
AapCTBEHHON ODOPOHbI.

B ropoge ero Bce 3Hanu oT Mana go Benvka n gobpo-
AYLIHO NOCMenBanncb Hag ero crnabocTamu, NnpuBblyKa-
MU 1 MaHepon ogeBatbcs. OH Bcerga xoamn 6e3 opyxus,
B CTapOMOLHOM CIOPTYKe, B (pypaxke ¢ 6onbLLIMMK Nons-
MU 1 C rPOMaHbIM NPSIMbIM KO3bIPbKOM, C Masnikot B rnpa-
BOW pyKe, CO CIYXOBbIM POXKOM B FIEBOM N HENPEMEH-
HO B COMPOBOXAEHUM ABYX OXXUPEBLUMX, JIEHUBbLIX, XPUnN-
NbIX MONCOB, Y KOTOPbIX BCEraa KOHYUK s3blka BbIn BbICY-



HYT HapyXy u nNpukyweH. Ecnn emy Bo BpemMsa 0Obl4HON
YTPEHHEN NPOrynkn NPUXoAMNoChk BCTpeYaTbCA CO 3Ha-
KOMbIMU, TO MPOXOXME 3a HECKOSTbKO KBapTasioB Chblla-
NN, KaK KPUYNT KOMEHOAHT U Kak APY>XHO BCreq 3a HUM
naroT ero Morcebil.

Kak MHorune rnyxue, oH Obin cTpacTHbIM fobutenem
onepsbl, U UHOrAa, BO BPEMS Kakoro-HMbyab TOMHOroO ay-
aTa, BOPYr Ha BeCb TeaTp pasgaBarcs ero pelmnTenbHbIn
6ac: «A Begb 4YnNCTO B3N A0, 4epT Bo3bMu! To4HO opex
pasrpbI3». [1o TeaTpy NpoHOCUICA caepXKaHHbI CMEX, HO
reHepan gaxe v He nogo3pesarst 3TOro: No CBOEW HamB-
HOCTM OH AQymar, YTO LWenoToM 0OMEHSANCS CO CBOUM CO-
CeJOM CBEXMM BrevaTneHmemMm.

Mo o6A3aHHOCTM KOMeHOaHTa OH [OBOSIbHO 4acTo,
BMECTe CO CBOMMW XpUNSALWLMMKW MOMNcamu, rnoceLlarn
rMaBHYyIO raynTBaxTy, [4e BeCbMa YIOTHO 3a BUHTOM, 4a-
€M M aHeKgoTaMu OTAbIXanu OT TArOT BOEHHOW CryX6bl
apecToBaHHble oduuepbl. OH BHMMATENBbHO paccnpaLum-
Ban kaxgoro: «Kak dhammnna? Kem nocaxeH? Ha ckonb-
Ko? 3a 4uTto?» MIHorga coBepLleHHO HEOXMAAHHO XBanun
oduuepa 3a GpaBbif, XOTA U NPOTUBO3AKOHHbLIA NOCTY-
MoK, MHOTda Ha4MHan pacnekaTb, Kpyya Tak, 4YTo ero 6bl-
Basno ChbIWHO Ha ynuue. Ho, HakpuyaBLIMCb AOCkITa, OH
6e3 BCAKMX NepexodoB M nay3 OCBeAOMMSscs, OTKyaa
odouuepy HocaT obeq 1 CKONbKO OH 3a Hero nnatut. Cny-
4Yanocb, YTO Kakon-HMByAb 3abnyaLwnm NoANOPY4UK, Npu-



CINaHHbIW AN 40NroBPEMEHHOW OTCUAKN U3 TaKoro 3axo-
NycTb4, rge gaxe He UMenocb COBCTBEHHOW raynTBax-
Tbl, MPU3HaBAarcs, YToO OH, N0 Be3neHeXbI0, AOBOSILCTBY-
eTCs U3 conaaTcKoro KoTna. AHOCOB HEMELNEHHO pacno-
pskancs, Ytobbl 6egHare Hocunu oben 13 KOMeHAaHT-
CKOro goma, OT KOTOpPOro 4o raynTBaxTbl 6b1510 He Bonee
ABYXCOT LUaros.

B r. K. oH 1 cbnnsmncs ¢ cemben TyraHOBCKUX U TaKNMK
TECHbIMW Y3aMKn NpUBA3ancs K A4eTsMm, YTO ANns Hero cTa-
no gyweBHOW NOTPEBbHOCTBIO BUAETb UX KaXabl BeYep.
Ecnu cny4anocs, 4To 6apbllHN Bble3XXanu Kyaa-Hmbyab
unu cnyxba 3agepxmBana caMmoro reHepana, To OH UC-
KPEHHO TOCKOBan U He Haxoaun cebe mecTta B GonbLINX
KOMHaTax koMmeHaaHTCKoro goma. Kaxkgoe neto oH 6pan
OTMNYCK U NPOBOANIT LIENbIN MeCsIL, B UMEHUUN TyraHOBCKMX,
EropoBsckom, otcTosBwem ot K. Ha NATbAecsT BepCT.

OH BCI0 CBOH CKPbITYH HEXXHOCTb AYLUM U NOTPEBHOCTL
cepaevHon nbBM NepeHec Ha 3Ty AETBOPY, 0COBEHHO Ha
aesoyek. Cam oH B6biS1 Korga-To XKeHarT, HO Tak 4aBHO, YTO
paxe no3abbin 06 atom. Elle Ao BoMHbI XeHa coexana
OT HEro C NPOE3XKUM aKTEPOM, NNEHACL ero apxaTtHoum
KYPTKOM M KPY>XeBHbIMU MaHxXeTamu. 'eHepan nocbinan
el NeHcuto BNnoTb 40 CaMOW ee CMEpPTU, HO B IOM K cebe
He NyCTus, HECMOTPS Ha CLEHbl packasiHus U CriesHble
nnucbma. [leten y Hux He 6bino.
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MpoTnB oxmnpgaHua, Bedep Obin Tak TUX U Tenersn, 4To
CBEYMN Ha Teppace M B CTOMOBOW ropenu HenoaBWXHbI-
MK orHsimu. 3a obegom Bcex notelwlan KHs3b Bacunui
JIbBOBUY. Y Hero 6bina HeobbIKHOBEHHAs! U OYEHb CBOE-
obpasHas cnocobHocTb pacckasbiBaTtb. OH 6Gpan B OCHO-
BY pacckasa WCTMHHbIN 3Nn30f, rae rnaBHbIM OENCTBY-
oMM NULIOM ABNSANCSA KTO-HUBYAb U3 NPUCYTCTBYIOLLMX
nUnn o6LLNX 3HAKOMbIX, HO TaK CryLian Kpacku u npu aTom
roOBOPUIT C TakKMM CEPbE3HbIM NMULIOM M TakKUM AEeroBbIM
TOHOM, YTO CrnywaTtenu HagpbiBanucb oT cmexa. Cero-
AHS1 OH pacckasblBan O Heyaasllenca xeHnTtbbe Huko-
nas Hnkonaesnya Ha ogHon GoraTon u KpacuMBon game.
B ocHoBe 6bIfI0 TONBKO TO, YTO MYX AaMbl HE XOTen Aa-
BaTb en pa3Boga. Ho y KHA3A npasaa YyaecHo nepenne-
nacb ¢ BbiMbIcrioM. Cepbe3HOro, Bcerga HeCcKONbKO Yo-
nopHoro Hukonasi oH 3actaBun HoYblO GexaTtb Mo ynu-
Lue B OOHMX 4vyrnkax, ¢ bawmakamu nog Mbiwkon. Moe-
TO Ha yrny Monogoro YerioBeka 3agepan ropogosou, u
TONbKO MNOCfie ANWHHOIO U BypHOro obbAcHeHna Huko-
naw yganocb AokasaTb, YTO OH TOBapwuLl, NpPoKypopa, a
He Ho4yHown rpabutens. CBagbba, NO cnoBam pacckasyu-
Ka, YyTb-4yTb ObIfI0 HE COCTOSANACh, HO B CaMYyto KpUTn4e-
CKYI0 MUHYTY OT4YasiHHada baHAda mkecBuaeTenen, y4acT-



BOBaBLUMX B gene, Bopyr 3abactosana, Tpebys npnbas-
Kn K 3apabotHon nnate. Hukonam n3 ckynoct (OH u B
camMom gene 6bin ckynosar), a Takke Byayyn npuHUMNu-
anbHbIM NPOTUBHUKOM CTavek 1 3abacToBOK, HAOTPE3 OT-
Kasancs nnatutb NULHEE, CCbiNasiCb Ha ONpeaeneHHyo
CTaTblO 3aKOHa, NOATBEPXKAEHHYIO MHEHMEM KaccaLNoH-
HOro AenapTameHTa. Toraa paccep)XeHHble mKecBnaeTe-
N Ha U3BECTHbIN BONpoc: «He 3HaeT nn KTo-HMOyAb U3
NPUCYTCTBYHOLMX NOBOAOB, NPENATCTBYOLLMX COBEpPLLE-
HUto Bpaka?» — xopom oTBeTUnu: «a, 3Haem. Bce noka-
3aHHOEe HaMu Ha cyae nog NPUCSron — ChroLHas NnoxXb,
K KOTOPOW Hac NpuHyaun yrpo3amMu U Hacumimem rocno-
AWH NPOoKypop. A Npo Myxa 3TOW AaMbl Mbl, Kak OCBe-
AOMIEHHbIE LA, MOXEM CKa3aTb TOSIbKO, YTO 3TO ca-
MbI1 MOYTEHHbIN YENOBEK HA CBETE, LLEeNTOMYAPEHHbIN, KaK
Nocudp, n aHrenbckon o6poTbi».

HanaB Ha HUTb BpadHbIX UCTOPUN, KHA3b Bacununn He
nowaaun u Nyctasa BaHoBnya ®puecce, Myxa AHHbI,
pacckasaB, YTO OH Ha Apyron AeHb nocne cBagbobl ABUN-
ca TpeboBaTtb Npyv NOMOLUU MOMULMA BbICENEHUS HOBO-
GpayHON M3 PpOoaUTENBCKOrO A0MAa, Kak HE MMEIOLLYIO OT-
AenbHOro nacnopTa, U BOABOPEHUSI €€ Ha MECTO NPOXN-
BaHWS1 3aKOHHOrO Myxa. BepHoro B aToMm aHekgoTte Obl-
N0 TOMbKO TO, YTO B NepPBble AHU 3aMY>XHEN XU3HN AHHA
A0MMKHa Obina 6e30TNy4YHO HAaXO4MTLCS OKOSIO 3axXBOpaB-
Len matepwn, Tak kak Bepa crneluHo yexana kK cebe Ha tor,



a 6egHbIn N'ycTtaB ViBaHOBMY NpedaBancst YHbIHUKO U OT-
YasgHuUIo.

Bce cmesanuck. Ynbibanacb 1 AHHa CBOMMUW MPULLLY-
peHHbIMK rna3amu. 'yctaB IBaHOBMY XOXOTan rpOMKO U
BOCTOPXXEHHO, N ero xygoe, rmagko obtsHyToe Gnecrtsa-
LLIEN KOXEN NNLO, C NPUNU3AHHBIMU XUOKUMU, CBETNbIMU
BOSI0OCaMu, C BBanmMBLUMMWUCS rMa3HbIMU opOuTamm, noxo-
ANIO Ha Yeper, ObHaXKaBLUNA B CMEXe NPECKBEPHbIE 3Y-
6bl. OH o cux nop oboxan AHHY, Kak 1 B NEPBbIN AEHb
Cynpy>xecTBa, BCcerga crtapasnca CecTb OKOSO Hee, He3a-
METHO NPUTPOHYTLCA K HEN N yXaXKMBarn 3a Heto Tak BIoo-
NEeHHO 1 CaMOoAOBOJSIbHO, YTO YaCcTO CTAHOBUITOCH 3a HEro
N XKanko M HEMOBKO.

Mepen Tem Kak BcTaBaTb U3-3a ctona, Bepa Hukona-
€BHa MalunHanbHO nepecyutana rocten. Okasanocb —
TpuHaguaTb. OHa 6bina cyeBepHa n nogymana npo cebs:
«BoT 310 Hexopowo! Kak MHe paHblLLe He NpULLMo B ro-
nosy nocuyntatb? M Bacsa BuHOBaT — HUYEro He ckasan no
TenegoHy».

Korga y WeunHbix unn y ®puecce cobupanmce 6nmskue
3HakoMble, To nocne obega 0ObIKHOBEHHO Urpanu B no-
Kep, Tak Kak obe ceCcTpbl 40 CMEeLLUHOro nobunn asapT-
Hble urpbl. B o6ounx gomax gaxe BbipaboTanucb Ha 3TOT
CYET CBOW MNpaBuna: BCEM UrparwLluM pasgaBannch no-
POBHY KOCTSIHbIE XXETOHUYMKN ONpeaeneHHON LieHbl, N Ur-
pa Anvnacb 4O Tex Nop, Noka BCe KOCTSLLKM He nepexo-



AUnn B OOHW PYKW, — TOrga urpa Ha 3ToT BeYvep npekpa-
Wwanacb, Kak 6bl napTHepbl HX HacTanBanu Ha NpPoAon-
XXeHun. bpaTb M3 Kaccbl BO BTOPOM pa3s XXETOHbl CTPOro
3anpewanocb. Takue cypoBble 3aKOHbI ObInN BbIBEAEHbDI
N3 NpakTukn, gns obysgaHusa KHArMHU Bepbl 1 AHHBI Hn-
KosnaeBHbl, KOTOpPbIE B a3apTe He 3Hann HUKaKoro yaepxy.
O6wwui npourpbIw peako gocTuran cta — ABYXCOT pyo-
new.

Cenu 3a nokep v Ha 3ToT pas. Bepa, He npnHMMaBLLas
y4yacTus B Urpe, XxoTesna BbINTU Ha Teppacy, rae HakpbiBa-
NN K Yato, HO BAPYr €€ C HECKOSIbKO TauHCTBEHHbLIM BU-
AOM Bbi3Bana 13 rocTUHOWN rOPHUYHAS.

— Yt0 Takoe, [lawa? — ¢ Hey4OBOMNBLCTBMEM Crpocuna
KHArMHA Bepa, npoxoasi B CBOW ManeHbKu KabuHer, ps-
AOM CO cnanbHen. — Yto y Bac 3a rmynbii Bua? N 4to Ta-
Koe Bbl BEPTUTE B pyKax?

[awa nonoxuna Ha cTon HebonbLOoW KBagpaTHbIN
npegmer, 3aBepHYTbIN akkypaTHO B benyto bymary v Tuwa-
TeNnbHO NnepeBs3aHHbIM PO30BON JIEHTOYKOM.

— A, en-6ory, He BUHOBAaTa, Balle CUATENbCTBO, — 3are-
netana oHa, BCMNbIXHYB pyMsiHUEM OT obuabl. — OH npu-
Len v ckasan...

— K10 Takomn — oH?

— KpacHas wanka, Ballue CUATENbCTBO... MOCbITbHbIN.

— W uto xe?

— [Npuwen Ha KyxHIO 1 NONOXKN BOT 3TO Ha cTon. «[le-



penante, roBopuT, Bawen 6apbiHe. Ho TonbKo, roBopwuT,
B UXHWE CODCTBEHHbIE PYKN». A cnpalwumBato: oT Koro? A
OH roBopuT: «3aecb Bce 0603Ha4eHO». U ¢ Temun cnosa-
Mun ybexan.

— [NoguTe goroHunTe ero.

— Hukak He goroHuwb, Bawwe cnatensctBo. OH npuxo-
aunn B cepeaunHe obeaa, 9 TONbKO Bac He peluanack obec-
NMOKOWUTb, Balle cusaTenbCTBO. [lonyaca spemexun byaer.

— Hy xopouwo, ngute.

OHa paspesana HOXHuLamu NeHTy n 6pocuna B Kop-
3MHy BMecTe ¢ Bbymaron, Ha KoTopoun Obin HanucaH ee
agpec. Nog 6ymaron okasanca HebonbLIOW OBENPHbIN
dyTnsap KpacHOro nnwLwa, BUANMO TOSMbKO YTO U3 mara-
3MHa. Bepa nogHsna Kpblweyky, noabutyo 6negHo-ro-
nybbiM LWIeNkoMm, 1 yeuaena BTUCHYTbIN B YepHbIn Gap-
XaT oBanbHbIA 30510TON BpacneT, a BHYTpKU ero bepex-
HO CITOXXEHHYI KpacuBbIM BOCbMWYTONIbHUKOM 3armcky.
OHa 6bICTpo pasBepHyna Oymaxky. [Nodepk nokasancs
el 3HaKOMbIM, HO, KaK HaCTOosILLas XeHLLMHA, OHa cenyac
e OTNnoXumna 3annucky B CTOPOHY, YTO6bl MOCMOTPETL Ha
Opacner.

OH 6bIs1 30N10TON, HU3KOMPOOHBINA, O4EeHb TONCTLIN, HO
AYTbI U C HapyXHOW CTOPOHbI BeCb CMMOLWb MOKPbI-
Thil HEOONbLWNMK CTAPUHHBIMU, NITOXO OTLWANGOBaHHbI-
MU rpaHaTamu. Ho 3aTto nocpeamHe GpacrneTta BO3Bbl-
LIanuch, OKpy>Kas Kakou-To CTpaHHbIN MarneHbKuin 3ene-



HbI KameLllek, NATb NPeKpacHbIX rpaHaToB-KaboLLIOHOB,
Kaxabl BenvyuHon ¢ ropowmnHy. Korga Bepa crnydam-
HbIM ABWXEHWEeM yoadyHo noBepHyna bpacnet nepep or-
HeM 3NEeKTPUYECKON NaMnoYKn, TO B HUX, IyOOKO nog nx
rnagkon snueBnaHOW NOBEPXHOCTLIO, BAPYr 3aropesimch
npenecTHble ryCTO-KpacCHbIE XUBbIE OrHW.

«TO4YHO KpOBb!» — Nogymana ¢ HeoXXngaHHOW TPEBOrom
Bepa.

[MoTom OHa BCNoMHMMa O NUCbME N pasBepHyna ero.
OHa npountana crnegyrowime CTpOKU, HanucaHHble Men-
KO, BENUKONENHO-KannurpaguyeckumMm noYepKoMm:

«Bawe CusatenbcTBo,

my6okoyBaxxaemas KHsruHs Bepa Hukonaesha!l

MouytutenbHo nosgpaensas Bac ¢ cBeTnbiM
W  pagoCcTHbiM AHem Bawero Adrena, 4
OCMenuBaloCb npenposBoante Bam mMoe ckpomHoe
BepHONog4aHHUYECKOE MOAHOLUEHUEY.

«AXx, aT0 — TOT!» — C HeygoBoONbLCTBMEM Nogymana Be-
pa. Ho, ogHako, gountana nucbMo...

«5 6bl HMKOrga He no3sonun cebe NnpenogHecTn
Bam uto-nnbo, BbIGpaHHOE MHO JIMYHO: ANs 3TOro 'y
MEHSI HET HM NpaBa, HXM TOHKOrO BKyCca 1 — NPMU3HaoChb
— HUK geHer. Bnpoyem, nonarato, 4To 1 Ha BCEM CBETE
He HanaeTcHa CoOKpoBULLA, OCTONHOIO YKpacuTb Bac.

Ho oaTtor Opacner npuHagnexan ewe MOoeNn
npababke, a nocnegHss, N0 BPEMEHN, €ro Hocuna
MOSA nokorMHas Martywka. [locepeanHe, wmexay



oonbWwWKUMKN KamHAMK, Bbl yBUANTE OOWH 3EMNEHbLIN.
OTO0 BECbMa peaKui COpT rpaHaTta — 3efeHbl rpaHar.
Mo cTapuHHOMY nMpefaHuio, COXPaHMBLLUEMYCS B
Hallen ceMbe, OH MMeEeT CBOMCTBO coobuwiaTtb gap
npeaBnaeHNst HOCALLIMM €ro XXEHLUUHaM U OTroHSIET
OT HUX TSDKENble MbICIIM, MYXYUH XE OXPaHAET OT
HaCUIbCTBEHHOW CMEPTH.

Bce kaMHM C TOYHOCTBIO MEepeHeceHbl ctoja co
cTaporo cepebpsHoro 6bpacnerta, n Bbl MoxeTe ObiTb
yBepeHbl, 4To Ao Bac HuKTO elle atoro 6pacneta He
HageBan.

Bbl MOXeTe cenyac xe BbIOPOCUTb 3TY CMELLHYHO
UrpyLLKY UK nogaputb ee KoMy-HUbyab, HO A Byay
CYaCTNMB M TEM, YTO K HEM npukacanucb Bawm pyku.

Ymonsto Bac He rHeBaTbCAa Ha MeHs. A KpacHeto
npu BOCMOMMHaHUN O MOEW Oep30CTM CEMb neT
TOMY Hasapg, Korga Bam, 6apblliHe, 1 ocmenmBarcs
nucatb rynble U AUKME NUCbMa N Jaxe OXuaaTb
oTBETa Ha HUX. Ternepb BO MHE OCTafioCb TOSIbKO
GnaroroBeHne, BeYHOE TMpeKnoHeHne un pabckas
npegaHHoCTb. fA ymetl Tenepb TONbKO >Kenatb
eXeMMHyTHO Bam cyacTbss u papgoBsaTtbCs, ecnv
Bbl cyactnmBebl. A MbICIEHHO KMaHACbL OO 3eMin
mebenn, Ha koTopon Bbl cuguTte, napkety, no
KoTopomy Bbl xoguTte, OepeBbsaM, KoOTopble Bbl
MMMOXOLOM TporaeTte, npucryre, ¢ KoTopon Bebl
roBopuTe. Y MeHsl HET aKe 3aBUCTU HU K MOASM, HU
K BELam.

Ewe pa3s npowy npouleHus, 4to obecnokoun Bac



AJSIMHHBIM, HEHY>XHbIM MUCBbMOM.
Baw fo cmepTn 1 nocne cMepTy NOKOPHbIN chnyra.
I.C.K»

«Mokasatb Bace nnn He nokasaTtb? W ecnn nokasatb
— T0 korga? Cenyac unu nocne rocten? Hert, yx nyywe
nocne — Tenepb He TONbKO 3TOT HECHACTHbIN OyaeT cme-
LLIOH, HO U S BMECTE C HUMY.

Tak pasgymbiBana KHArMHs Bepa n He morna oTBecTy
rnas oT NSATK anblX KPOBaBbIX OFHEN, APOXKaBLUNX BHYTPU
NSATU rpaHaToB.



Vi

MonkoBHuKa lNoHamapeBa efBa yaanocb 3acTaBUTb
cecTb urpaTtb B nokep. OH roBopus, YTO HE 3HAET 3TOM Ur-
pbl, 4TO BOOOLLE HE NMPU3HAET asapTa Aaxe B LUYTKY, 4YTO
NOOUT N CpaBHUTESNBHO XOPOLLO UrPaeT TOSbKO B BUHT.
OpaHako oH He ycToan nepeq npocbbammn 1 B KOHLIE KOH-
LLOB cornacuncs.

CHa4vana ero npuxogunochk y4nTb U NONPaBnsTb, HO OH
AO0BOSIbHO BLICTPO OCBOMACS C NpaBuiaMmun nokepa, u BoT
He NpoLUIo M nonyyaca, Kak Bce oULLKN O4YyTUNNCh ne-
pen HUM.

— Tak Henb3s! — cka3ana ¢ KOMUYeckon oONaAYNBOCTbLIO
AHHa. — XoTb Obl HEMHOrO Janun NOBOSIHOBATLCA.

Tpoe 13 roctent — CnewwHnKoB, NOMKOBHUK U BULE-TY-
GepHaTop, TynoBaTtbii, NPUMNYHBLIN N CKYYHbIN HEMEL, —
OblnNn Takoro poga nwogu, 4To Bepa NoONOXUTENbHO He
3Hana, Kak ux 3aHMmaTtb M YTo ¢ HUMK genaTtb. OHa co-
cTaBuna gnsa HUX BUHT, Npurriacus YyeTsepTbiM ycTaBa
MBaHoBM4a. AHHa n3ganu, B BMae narogapHoCcTu, npu-
Kpblfia rnasa Bekamu, n cectpa cpasy noHdana ee. Bce
3Hanu, 4YTo ecnn He ycagutb 'yctaBa ViBaHoBW4Ya 3a kap-
Tbl, TO OH LENbIA Beyep ByaeT XO4uUTb OKOMO KEeHbI, Kak
NPULLNTBINA, CKanst CBOW rHUMble 3yObl Ha Nuue Yyepena u
NnopTs XXeHe HacTpoeHne ayxa.



Tenepb Beyep NOTeK POBHO, 63 NPUHYXXAEHUS, OXNB-
neHHo. Bacto4vok nen snosnronoca, nog akkoMrnaHeMeHT
XKeHHn Pentep, ntanbsiHCKMe HapogHble KaHLOHETTbI U
PYOVHLLTENHOBCKME BOCTOYHbIE NMECHU. [0NOCOK y Hero
ObIN1 ManeHbKUn, HO NPUSATHOrO Tembpa, NOCNYLIHbIA U
BepHbIn. XKeHHU PenTtep, odeHb TpeboBaTenbHas My3bl-
KaHTWa, Bcerga OxXOTHO eMy akkomnaHuposarna. Bnpo-
4yem, roBopusin, 4To Backoyok 3a Helo yxaxuBaer.

B yrny Ha kyweTtke AHHa OT4asiHHO KOKeTHu4Yarna c ry-
capom. Bepa nogowwna v ¢ ynelbkon npucnyLianacs.

— Her, HerT, BbI, NOXanynucra, He cMenTecb, — Becerno
roBopuna AHHa, LWyps Ha oduLepa CBOM Musnble, 3agop-
Hble TaTapckue rnasa. — Bbl, KOHeYHo, cunTaete 3a Tpyq,
neteTb CroMs ronoBsy Bnepeau ackagpoHa u 6patb ba-
pbepbl Ha ckaykax. Ho nocMoTpuTe TOMbKO Ha Hall TpyA.
BoT Tenepb Mbl TONILKO YTO MOKOHYMIN C NoTepeen-anne-
rpu. Bbl gymaete, ato 6bino nerko? du! Tonna, Hakype-
HO, Kakne-To ABOPHUKN, U3BO3YUNKN, A HE 3HAI0, KaK X Tam
30BYT... M BCe npuctatoT ¢ xkanobamu, ¢ Kakumm-1o obu-
aamu... U uenbin, uenbin eHb Ha Horax. A Bnepeau ewe
NpeacTouT KOHLUEPT B MOMb3y HEAOCTaTOYHbIX UHTENNu-
FeHTHbIX TPYXXeHuU, a TaM ewe 6enbin Gan...

— Ha KoTopom, cmeto HagesaTbCs, Bbl HE OTKaXKeTe MHe
B Ma3ypke? — BCTaBuS1 BaxTUHCKMI 1, cnerka HaknoHmB-
LUNCb, LLENKHYN Nnog Kpecrom LwnopamMu.

— bnarogapto... Ho camoe, camoe moe 60nbHOe MecTo



— 3TO0 Haw NpuioT. NoHMMaeTe, NPUIOT AN NOPOYHbLIX Ae-
Ten...

— O, BMosHe noHnmato. 3710, AOMKHO BbITb, YTO-HNOYAb
OYEeHb CMeLlHoe?

— lNepecTaHbTe, Kak BaM He COBECTHO CMEeSTbCA Hapg
TakMmu Bewamun. Ho Bbl NOHMMaETe, B YEM Halle Hecuva-
ctne? Mbl XOTUM NPUKOTUTb 3TUX HECYACTHbIX OeTen, C
AywamMm, NOfnHbIMU Hacne4CTBEHHbIX MOPOKOB N OYPHbIX
npuMepoB, XOTUM 0borpeTb 1x, obnackarb...

—ml..

— ...NOOHATb NX HPABCTBEHHOCTbL, NPOBYaANTb B UX OY-
lwax co3HaHue gonra... Bbl meHa noHnmaeTe? U BOT K
HaM exefHEBHO NMPUBOOAT LEeTeN COTHAMMW, TbiCAYaMW,
HO MeXay HAMW — HU OOHOro nopoyHoro! Ecnu cnpocuiub
poauTenen, He NOPOYHOE NN OUTS, — Tak MOXeTe npea-
CTaBUTb — OHM Aaxe ockopbnsatTcsa! A BOT NPUIOT OTKPBIT,
OCBSILLIEH, BCE NOTOBO — WU HM OHOr0 BOCMUTaAHHMKA, HU
OQHOM BoCnUTaHHMUbI! XOTb NpemMuIo npeanaram 3a Kax-
A0ro 4OCTaBIEHHOro NOPOYHOro pebeHka.

— AHHa HukonaeBHa, — cepbe3HOo 1 BKpagyMBO nepe-
6un ee rycap. — 3ayem npemuio? Bosbmnute meHst bec-
nnatHo. YectHoe cnoso, 6oree nopovHoro pebeHka Bbl
HUrge He OTbILLETE.

— [NepecTtaHbre! C BaMn HENBL3S FOBOPUTL CEPLE3HO, —
pacxoxoTanacb OHa, OTKMAbIBAACh Ha CMMHKY KYLLUETKU U
bnecta rmasamu.



KHsa3b Bacunun JleBoBuY, cnas 3a 60nbLINM KPyribim
CTOrOM, MoKasblBasn CBoen cectpe, AHOCOBY U LUYPUHY
AOMAaLLHUI FOMOPUCTUYECKUI anbbomM ¢ COBCTBEHHOPYY-
HbIMW pUCYHKaMu. Bce 4eTBepo CMesnnch OT AyLUKn, N 3TO
NOHEMHOrY NepPeTSHYNO cloa rocTeun, He 3aHATLIX KapTa-
MW.

Anbbom cnyxun kak 6bl JONOsIHEHMEM, WUNMCTpa-
uMen K caTtupuyeckumMm pacckasam kHsasst Bacunusa. Co
CBOMM HEMOKONeObUMbIM CNOKONCTBMEM OH MOKasbiBars,
Hanpumep: «ctoputo ro6OBHBIX NOXOXKAEHUA Xpabpo-
ro reHepana AHocoBa B Typuun, bonrapum n gpyrux
cTpaHaxy; «[puknioveHne neTumeTpa kHa3a Hukonsa by-
nat-TyraHoBckoro B MoHTe-Kaprnio» n Tak ganee.

— Cenvac yBuanTe, rocrnoga, KpaTkoe XXM3HeornvmcaHue
Hawlen Bo3ntobneHHon cectpbl JTtoamunbl JIbBOBHbI, — ro-
BOpWI OH, 6pocasi GbICTPbIN CMELLSMBLIN B3rNsA Ha CecT-
py. —YacTb nepBas — oeTcTBo. «PebeHokK poc, ero Ha3Ba-
nm Jlnmay.

Ha nuctke anbboma KpacoBanacb YMbILSIEHHO MO-
AEeTCKU HapucoBaHHasa ourypa AeBo4vku, C NULIOM B Mpo-
dounb, HO C ABYMS rMnasamMu, C JIOMaHbIMU YepToYKaMu,
TOpYaLLMMM BMECTO HOT MU3-nog obKK, C pacTomnblpeHHbI-
MU nanbLamMun pasBedeHHbIX PyK.

— Hukorga meHsa HUKTO He Ha3biBan Jlumon, — 3acmes-
nacb Jltogmuna JlbBoOBHa.

—YacTb BTOpag. lNepeas ntobosBb. KaBanepuicknm toH-



Kep nogHocuT Aesuue JInme Ha KoneHsIX CTUXOTBOPEHNE
COBCTBEHHOrMO M3aenus. Tam ecTb NOUCTUHE KEMYYKHOW
KpacoTbl CTPOKMU:

TBOA NpekpacHas Hora —
ABneHbe cTpacTu HeseMHoM!

BoT 1 nognvHHoe nsobpaxxeHne Horw.

A 30ecCb IOHKep CKNOHSAET HEBUHHYIO Jlumy Kk nobery un3
poauTenbcKoro gomMa. 3gecb camoe 6ercteo. A 3T0 BOT —
KpUTUYECKoe NoroXeHue: pasrHeBaHHbIN oTel, AOroHAeT
Gerneuos. KOHKep ManogyLwHO cBanMBaeT BClo b6eny Ha
KPOTKY10 J1umy.

Tbl Tam BCe nyapunack, Yac NULWHUA NPOBOPOHS,
W BOT 3a Hamu Bcnepn yxacHas noroHs. ..

Kak xo4ellb C HeWn pasgenbiBancs Thl,

A a Gery B kycCTblI!

Mocne uctopuu gesuubl JlInMel cnegosana HoBasi Mo-
BeCTb: «KHArMHA Bepa v BnobneHHbIn TenerpaducT».

— OTa TporarteribHas noama TOrbKO JULLb UNICTPU-
poBaHa NepoM 1 LUBETHbIMW KapaHAallaMmun, — OObACHAN
cepbe3Ho Bacunuu JIbBoBuY. — TekCT eLle U3rotoBnsaeT-
csl.

— OTO YTO-TO HOBOE, — 3aMeTUN AHOCOB, — S eLLe 3TOro
He Buaarn.



— Cambin nocnegHun Beinyck. Ceexas HOBOCTb KHUX-
HOro pblHKA.

Bepa TMxo goTpoHynach 4O ero nneva.

— Jly4lwe He HyXXHO, — cKa3ana oHa.

Ho Bacunuim JlbBOBUY unn He paccrbiwan ee Cros,
U He npuaan UM HacToSLWEro 3Ha4YeHns.

— Ha4vano otHocuTCcAa K BpeMeHam gouctopudecknm. B
OAMH npeKkpacHbI Manuckum AeHb ogHa gesuua, no ume-
HKU Bepa, nony4aet no novte nNMCbMO C LENyrLWMMUCA
ronybkamu Ha 3arosnoske. BoT nucbmo, a BOT v ronyou.

Mncbmo cogepxut B cebe nbifikoe NnpusHaHue B Nob-
BW, HanMcaHHOe BOMpeKN BCeM npasunam opdorpacuu.
Haunnaetcs oHo Tak: «[1pekpacHas bnoHauHa, Tbl, KOTO-
pasi... BypHOe Mope nfamMeHu, Krokoyyllee B MOEN rpy-
an. TBom B3rnsig, Kak aO00BUTbIN 3MEN, BMUIICA B MO UC-
Tep3aHHyo Oywy» 1 Tak ganee. B KkoHUe ckpoMHas noa-
nnck: «IMo poay opyxus s 6egHbIN TenerpagucT, HO YyB-
CcTBa MOV OOCTOWHbLI Munopaa leopra. He cmeto OTKpbI-
BaTb MOEW NOMHOM haMninmn — oHa CrULLIKOM HENPUINY-
Ha. lNoanunceiBatoCb TONbKO HavanbHbIMU BykBamu: 1. [1.
K. Tpowy oTBeYaTb MHe B MOYTaMT, NOCTE PEeCTaHTE»?.
3pecb Bbl, rocnoga, MoXete BUAETb M MOPTPET CamMoro
Tenerpaducra, odeHb yaayHO UCMOMHEHHbIN LBETHBIMU
KapaHgalwamu.

Cepgue Bepbl npoH3eHO (BOT cepaue, BOT cTpena).

2 o BocTpeboBaHus (Mckax. ghpaHy. posteé restante).



Ho, kak 6naroHpaBHas 1 BOCNUTaHHasa AeBuua, OHa Mo-
KasblBaeT NUCbMO MOYTEHHBIM POAUTESNSM, a TakKe CBO-
eMy Opyry AeTCTBa U XEHNXY, KpaCMBOMY MOSIOAOMY Ye-
noseky Bace LlewnHy. Bot un unnioctpauma. KoHevHo, co
BpemMeHeM 3gecb 6yayT CTUXOTBOPHbIE OOBACHEHUS K pU-
CYyHKaM.

Baca LlewnH, pblaas, Bo3BpalwjaeT Bepe obpy4danbHoe
KONnbLO. «A HEe CMeto MeLLaTb TBOEMY CHACTUIO, — FOBOPUT
OH, — HO, YMONS0, HE [enan cpasy pelnTesibHoro Lwa-
ra. Nogymain, nopasmbicnn, NpoBepb 1 ceds u ero. AnTts,
Tbl HE 3HaeLlb XU3HU U NETULLb, KaK MOTbINIEK Ha BnecTa-
LN OrOHb. A 5 — yBblI! — A1 3Ha0 XNagHbIA U NULEMEPHbIN
cBeT. 3Hau, 4YTo TenerpaducTbl yBriekaTenbHbl, HO KOBap-
Hbl. [1Na HUX OOCTaBnseT HEU3BACHUMOE HacrnaxaeHue
oOMaHyTb CBOEKN ropaon KpacoTon 1 (hanblumMBbIMN YyB-
CTBaMW HEOMbITHYIO XXEPTBY M XKECTOKO HAaCMeATbCA Hag
HENY.

MpoxoauT nonroga. B Buxpe xun3HeHHoro Banbca Be-
pa no3abbiBaeT CBOEro NOKIIOHHUKA U BbIXOAMT 3aMYyX 3a
KpacmBoro monopgoro Bacto, Ho TenerpaducT He 3abbiBa-
et ee. BoT oH nepeogeBaeTcd Tpybo4nNCTOM U, BbIMa3aB-
LUNCb caxken, NnpoHuKaeT B Byayap kHarmHu Bepeol. Criegbl
NATU NanbLEB U ABYX ryd ocTanucb, kKak BUAUTE, NOBCHO-
AYy: Ha KOBpax, Ha nogyLukax, Ha obosix 1 gaxe Ha nap-
KeTe.

BoT oH B ogexae aepeseHckomn 6abbl nOCTynaeT Ha Ha-



LLY KyXHIO NpOCTOn cyaomorkon. OgHako nanuwHasa éna-
rOCKINOHHOCTb noBapa Jlykn 3actaBnsieT ero obpatmutbcs
B BGercTBo.

BoT oH B cymacwegiem gome. A BOT NOCTPUICH B MO-
Haxn. Ho Kaxabl OeHb HEYKITOHHO nocblfiaeT OH Bepe
cTpacTHble nucbma. U Tam, rge nagatot Ha Bymary ero
cnesbl, TaM YepHua pacnsibiBaloTCA KIisikcamu.

HakoHel OH ymMupaeT, HO nepen CMepTbio 3aBeLaeT
nepenatb Bepe gse TenerpadHble nyroBuubl U doriakoH
OT AYXOB — HaMOSTHEHHbIN €ro criesamu. ..

—[ocnoaa, KTo Xxo4eT Yat? — cnpocuna Bepa Hukona-
eBHa.



Vi

[onrmn oceHHnn 3akat goropen. lNoracna nocnegHas
GarpoBas, y3eHbKkasi, kaK Lenb, nonocka, paesllas Ha
CaMOM Kpalo ropusoHTa, Mexay CU3ou Ty4en n 3emren.
YXe He cTano BMAHO HU 3eMIN, HU OepeBbEB, HM Heba.
Tonbko Hag ronosou 6onbLine 3Be3abl APOoXKann CBOMMMU
pecHMuamu cpegun YepHom Houu, aa ronybon nyd ot ma-
sika noabiMarncs npsiMo BBEPX TOHKUM CTONBOM M TOYHO
pacnnecknearncsa TaM o He6eCHbIN Kynon XXUAKUM, TYMaH-
HbIM, CBETNbIM KpyroM. HouyHble 6abo4ykm GUnMcb O CTek-
NSAHHbIE KONMNaku cBeYven. 3Be3ayaTble LBeThbl benoro Ta-
Oaka B nanucagHuke 3anaxsmin ocTpee U3 TEMHOTbI U Npo-
xnagbl.

CnelHuKoB, BuLe-rybepHaTop 1 NONKOBHWMK NoHama-
peB AaBHO yxe yexanu, obewas npucnatb nowanemn ob-
paTHO CO CTaHuuM TpamBasa 3a kKoMeHgaHToMm. OcTas-
lwmnecs roctm cumgenn Ha Teppace. [eHepana AHoco-
Ba, HECMOTPSI Ha ero NPoTecTbl, CECTPbl 3aCTaBUNN Ha-
AETb NanbTO U YKyTanu ero Horu TennbiM nnegom. [le-
pen HUM ctodana byTbinka ero fobruMoro KpacHoOro B1Ha
Pommard, psgom ¢ HUM no o6enm ctopoHam cuaenu Be-
pa 1 AHHa. OHM 3a00TNMBO yXaXmBanu 3a reHepariom,
HaNOMNHANM TSXKENbIM, N'YCTbIM BUHOM €ro TOHKMIA CTaKaH,
npuasuranu emy Crvyku, Hapesanu Cbip U Tak ganee.



CTtapbln KOMEHAAHT XMypUrca ot bnaxeHcTsa.

— [a-c... OceHb, 0OCeHb, OCEHb, — TOBOPUIT CTapUK, IMs-
A9 Ha OroHb CBEYM U 3aQyM4YMBO MOKayMBasi rosIlOBON. —
OceHb. BoT 1 MHe yx nopa cobupaTbes. AX xanb-To Kak!
Tonbko YTO HacTanu KpacHble AeHeuvkn. TyT Bbl XUTb Aa
XnUTb Ha Bepery Mop4, B TULLIMHE, CIOKOWHEHBLKO. ..

— W noxunu Obl y Hac, geaylwika, — ckasana Bepa.

— Henb3sa, munas, Henb3sa. Cnyxba... OTnycKk KoH4nn-
ca... A 4yTo roBopuTb, Xopowo 6kl 6b1n1o! Thl nOCMOTPU
TOSbKO, KakK po3bl-TO NaxHyT... OTctioga cnbiwy. A netom
B Xapbl HX OAMH LIBETOK He MaxHys, ToNbko 6enasa aka-
uM4... ga u Ta KoHetamu.

Bepa BblHyna n3 Ba3oykun ABe MareHbkue posbl, po30-
BYIO M KAPMWHHYIO, U BAENa UX B NETNNLY reHeparibCKoro
naneTo.

— Cnacunbo, Bepo4yka. — AHOCOB HarHys rornoy K 6opTy
LUMHENKW, NOHIoXan uBeTbl U BAPYT YNbIOHYNCA CriaBHOM
cTapyeckom ynbibKon.

— MNpuwnu mbl, NOMHIO 5, B BykapecT 1 pasmectunmcb
no keaptupam. BoT kak-To ungy g no ynuue. Bapyr no-
BesNT HA MEHA CUMbHbIA PO30BLIN 3arax, S OCTaHOBWSICS
N yBugan, 4to mMexay AByX corgart CTOUT npeKpacHbIN
XpycTanbHbIN oriakoH ¢ po30BbiM Macriom. OHKM cmasanu
y>Ke UM canoru 1 Takke py>kenHble 3aMmku. «4T1o aTo y Bac
Takoe?» — cnpawmeat. «Kakoe-To macno, BaLle BbICOKO-
bnaropogue, Krnanu ero B Kally, fja He roauTcs, Tak n ae-



peT pOoT, a NaxHET OHO XOPOLLO». A Aan UM LenkoBbIv, K
OHM C YOOBONbCTBMEM OTAanM MHe ero. Macna yxe octa-
Bariocb He 6onee NonoBMHbI, HO, Cyasi MO €ro 4OPOroBn3-
He, ObINo eLle No KpanHen Mepe Ha ABaauaTb YepBOH-
ue. Congatbl, 6ygyun goBornbHbl, Aobasunu: «[a BoT
eule, Balle BblCcOKobnaropoane, Kakom-To TypeLKuin ro-
POX, CKONbKO €ro HWU Bapunu, a BCe He NoaaeTcs, NPoKns-
Thi». OTO ObIN KOdE; A cKasan nM: «3TO TONbKO rOANTCS
Typkam, a congatam Heuget». K cyactuio, onnymy OHU
He Haenucb. A Buaen B HEKOTOPbIX MeCTax ero feneLuku,
3aTonTaHHbIE B MPSA3N.

— Jenyuwika, ckaxuTte OTKPOBEHHO, — nonpocuna AH-
Ha, — CKaXkuTe, UCNbITbIBaNn Bbl CTpax BO BpeMs cpaxe-
HUN? bosnucb?

— Kak ato cTpaHHo, AHHO4Ka: 6osncsa — He bosncs. No-
HATHOe geno — 6osncs. Tel He Bepb, NoXarnyncra, Tomy,
KTO Tebe ckaxeT, YTo He 60sancs u 4To CBUCT Nynb ANs
Hero camas criagkasi Myablka. OTO UK NCUX, UK XBa-
CcTyH. Bce oanHakoBo 60sTcs. Tonbko 0ANH BECb OT CTpa-
Xa packucaer, a gpyron cebsa gepxuT B pykax. Yl Bugumilb:
CTpax-TO OCTaeTCcs Bcerga OAnH 1 TOT XKe, a yMeHbe aep-
XaTb cebs OT NpakTUKM BCe BO3paACTaET: OTcoaa v repou
n xpabpeubl. Tak-To. Ho ucnyrancsa 8 oauH pas 4yTb He
A0 CMEepTN.

— PacckaxuTte, geayuwka, — nonpocunun B 0guH roroc
CecTpbl.



OHn go cux nop cnywanu pacckasbl AHOCOBa C TEM
Xe BOCTOProMm, Kak u B UX paHHeM getcTBe. AHHa gaxe
HEeBOJSIbHO COBCEM MNO-AETCKM paccTaBuna NoKTU Ha CTo-
ne v ynoxuna nogbopoaoK Ha COCTaBMNEHHbIe NATKM Nna-
AoHen. bbina kakasa-To yloTHas npenecTb B €ro HETOPOn-
NIMBOM M HaMBHOM MOBECTBOBaHUW. N camble 0B60OpOoThI
dpas, KOTopbIMK OH NepenaBan CBON BOEHHbIE BOCMOMM-
HaHWUSA, NPUHUMAIW Y HEro HEBOJTbHO CTPaHHbIN, HEYKITHO-
XKW, HECKONBbKO KHMXKHbIN XapakTep. TOYHO OH paccKasbl-
Basi MO KAKOMY-TO MUSTOMY PEBHEMY CTEPEOTUNY.

— Pacckas o4eHb KOpOTKMK, — OoTO3Bancs AHOCOB. —
9710 6bINo Ha Lnnke, 3MmMoNn, yxe nocrne Toro Kak MeHs
KOHTY3unun B ronosy. Kunv Mbl B 3eMIIsiHKe, BYETBEPOM.
BOT TyT-TO CO MHOI M CNyYnnoch CTpaLLHOE MpUKIoYe-
Hue. OgHaxabl NOyTpPY, Koraa s BcTan ¢ noctenu, npea-
CTaBUNOCb MHE, 4YTO A He AKoB, a Hukonawn, n HUKaK s He
mor cebs nepeyBepuTb B TOM. [pUMETUB, UTO Y MEHSA Ae-
naeTcs noMpayeHne yma, 3akpudan, 4Tobbl nogann MHe
BOAbl, MOMO4UII FOSI0BY, U paccygok MOW BOPOTUIICS.

— Boobpaxato, AkoB Mmnxannosud, CKONbKO Bbl TaM MO-
Gen ogepxanu Hag XeHWwuHaMn, — ckasana nmaHucTka
XKeHHu Pentep. — Bbl, 4OMKHO BbITb, CMOSIOAY OMEHb Kpa-
CuBbI ObINN.

— O, Haw genyLika n Tenepb KpacaeeL! — BOCKMKHYyNa
AHHa.

— KpacaBuem He 6bIn, — CNOKOMHO ynblbasicb, ckasan



AHOCOB. — HO 1 MHOWM TOXe He BGpesroBanu. BoTt B aToM
Xe bykapecTe b6bIn o4eHb TporaTenbHbl cnyyan. Korga
Mbl B HEFO BCTYMNWIN, TO XXUTENM BCTPETUIN HAC Ha ropoa-
CKOW Nnowaam ¢ nyweyHor nansboto, oT Yero noctpaga-
110 MHOTO OKOLLIEK; HO T, Ha KOTOPbIX NOCTaBneHa obina B
CTakaHax Boda, — OCTanncb HeBpeanMbl. A nodemMy s 3To
y3Han? A BoT noyemy. Npuwegwn Ha OTBEAEHHYO MHE
KBapTUPY, 9 yBUAEN HA OKOLLKE CTOSILLYIO HU3EHbKYIO Kre-
TOYKY, Ha KneToyke Obina 6onbLoro pasmepa xpycranb-
Hasa ByTblfika ¢ NPO3payHOo0 BOOOMW, B HEW NaBanu 30-
noTble pbIbKK, N MeXay HUMK cuaena Ha NPUMOCTOYKE
KaHapewnka. KaHapelka B Boge! — 370 MeHs yansumno, Ho,
OCMOTpPEB, YBMAEN, YTO B OYyThbIfKE OHO LMPOKO 1 BOAB-
neHo rny6boko B cepeauHy, Tak YTO KaHapenka cBO6OAHO
Morna BnetaTb Tyda u cugetsb. [locne cero cosHancs cam
cebe, YTO A OMEHb HegoraanmB.

Bowlen s B A0OM 1 BUXKY NPEXOPOLLEHBLKYH BONrapoyKy.
A npeabsaBun el KBUTAHLUMIO HAa NOCTOM U KCTaTW YK Cpo-
CUI, NOYEMY Y HUX Lienbl CTeKNa nocrne KaHoHaabl, N OHa
MHe obbsicHMNa, YTO 3TO OT BoAbl. A TakkKe oObAcHMNAa
N NpO KaHapewnky: 0o Yero 9 obin HecoobpaauteneH!..
BOT Cpeau pas3roBopa B3rnsabl HaWm BCTPETUNNCE, MEX-
Ay Hamm npobexana mnckpa, nogobHasa anekTpuyeckomn,
N 9 NOYYBCTBOBAs, YTO BMOOUNICA Cpady — NamMeHHo U
©ecnoBOpOTHO.

CTapuk 3amonyan u OCTOPOXHO NOTAHYN rybamn yep-



HO€ BUHO.

— Ho Beab Bbl Bce-Takm 0ObACHUNMUCHL C HEN MOTOM? —
cnpocuna nMaHucTka.

—'M... KOHEYHO, 0OBbACHUNKUCD. .. Ho ToNbKO 6e3 cnos..
OTO NPOM30LLSIO TaK...

— [enyuwka, Hagewcb, Bbl HE 3acTaBUTE Hac Kpac-
HeTb? — 3ameTuna AHHa, NykaBoO CMESIChb.

— Her, HeT, — pomaH 6bin cambln NpUnMYHbIA. Bnugute
nn, BCoay, rae Mbl OCTaHaBMMBaNMCb Ha NOCTON, ropoa-
CKME XUTENN MMENN CBOU UCKIIOYEHUS U npubaBneHus,
HO B BykapecTe Tak KOpOTKO 06XOAnNUCb C HaMn Xute-
K, 4YTO KOrga ogHaxabl 9 cTan urpaTtb Ha CKpuUnke, To ae-
BYLLIKM TOTYAC HAaPSAUNNUCh M NPULLINN TaHUEeBaTb, U Takoe
0ObIKHOBEHME NMOBENOCh Ha KaXXabl OEHb.

OpHaxapbl, BO BpeMsi TaHLEB, BEYEPOM, NMpu OcBeLLe-
HUK Mecsaua, 9 BOLIEN B CeHUbl, Kyaa CKpblnacb U MOS
bonrapoyka. YBMOEB MeEHsi, OHa cTana npUTBOPATLCS,
4YTO nepebupaeTr cyxme nenecTkn pos, KoTopble, Haao
ckasaTb, TaMOLUHUE XUTENN cobmnpatroT LenbiMnU MeLLKa-
MuU. Ho 51 06HAN ee, npwkan K cBoeMy cepALly W HECKOMb-
KO pa3 nouenosar.

C Tex nop, KaxgbIn pas, Korga siBnsinack NyHa Ha Hebe
CO 3Be3gamMu, cnewmn s K Bo3nbneHHon Moen n Bce
AeHHble 3a60Tbl Ha BpeMsi 3abbiBan ¢ Heto. Korga e no-
cnegosan Hall noxopg M3 Tex MecCT, Mbl Janu Apyr apyry
KNATBY B BEYHOM B3anMHOM N06BM N NPOCTUNUCHL HaBCe-



roa.

— W Bce? — cnpocuna pasodapoBaHHO Jlrogmuna
JIbBOBHA.

— A yero e Bam 6onblue? — BoO3pa3snn KOMEHOAHT.

— Hert, AkoB MuxannoBu4, Bbl MEHA U3BUHUTE — 3TO HE
noboBb, a NPoCTo BMBYaYHOE NPUKIIOYEHNE apPMENCKOIO
odomuepa.

— He 3Haw, munas mos, en-6ory, He 3Ha — nNOOOBL
370 6blNa unm NHoe YyBCTBO...

— [1a HeT... cKaxuTe... HeyXenu B camoMm ferne Bbl HK-
Korga He nobunn HacToswen NnobdoBbi? 3HaeTe, Takomn
noboBbIO, KOTOpPas... Hy, KOTOpas... CIIOBOM... CBATOWN,
YNCTOW, BEYHOW NIOOOBLIO... HE3EMHOW... Heyxenu He
noounn?

— lNpaBo, He cymelo BaM OTBETUTb, — 3aMsNcs CTa-
pUK, NoOAHMUMasCh ¢ Kpecna. — [JormkHO ObITb, He ndwun.
CHavana Bce 6bIsI0 HeKorga: MONogoCTb, KyTeXu, Kap-
Thbl, BOWHA... Kazanock, KOHLa He ByaeT KXU3HU, OHOCTU U
300pOoBbI0. A MOTOM OFMSAHYICS — N BUXY, YTO S YXKe pas-
BanuHa... Hy, a Tenepb, Bepouka, He aepxu meHsa 60nb-
we. A pacnpowatocs... 'ycap, — obpartuncs oH K baxTuH-
CKOMY, — HOYb Tennas, nongemMTe-ka HaBCTpeyy Hawemy
aKunaxy.

— W a nongy c Bamu, geayuwika, — ckasana Bepa.

— W 9, — nogxBatmna AHHa.

Mepen Tem kak yxoamTb, Bepa nogowna K Myxy v cka-



3ana emy Tuxo:
— [Nogn NOCMOTPU... TaM Y MEHS B CTOre, B ALUYKE,
NEeXUT KpacHbIN pyTnsap, a B Hem NncbMo. NpoyunTtanm ero.



VI

AHHa ¢ baxTuHcKuM Wnn Bnepeaun, a c3agu ux, LWaros
Ha ABafuaTb, KOMEHAAHT nog pyky ¢ Bepon. Houb Gbina
TaK YyepHa, YTo B NepBble MUHYTbLI, MOKa rfasa He npu-
Tepnenucb nocre ceeta K TEMHOTE, NPUXOANIIOCH OLLY-
Nbl HOramMu OTbICKMBATL JOpPOry. AHOCOB, COXPaHUBLLNNA,
HEeCMOTPS Ha rofgbl, YAUBUTESbHYIO 30PKOCTb, AOSTKEH
Obln noMoratb CBoewn cnyTHuue. Bpemsi OT BpeMeHM OH
nackoBO nornaxuean cBoen 60mMbLIOoN XONOo4HOW PYKOW
pyKy Bepbl, nerko nexasLuyto Ha crnbe ero pykasa.

— CmMewwHas ata Jliogmuna JlbBoBHa, — BOPYr 3aroBo-
pun reHepar, TOMHO NPOAOMKasi BCNyX TeYEeHWe CBOMUX
Mbicrien. — CKOnbKO pas 1 B XXM3HW Habnroaan: kak TonbKo
CTYKHET JaMe nop NsaTbAeCAT, a B 0COBEHHOCTN eCnn OHa
BOOBa UK cTapas AeBKa, TO TakK N TAHET ee OKOS0 YyXXOWn
nbBM NOKPYTUTBLCSA... JIMBO WNWUOHUT, 3rnopancTeyeT U
cnneTtHu4aet, nNMbo neseT ycTpamBaTb YyXXoe cyacTbe,
nnbo pasBoaUT CNOBECHLIN FyMMUapaburk Hac4YeT BO3Bbl-
LLeHHoWM NobBun. A 1 XO4y cKasaTb, YTO Noaun B HaLLE Bpe-
MS pasydmnuck Nbute. He By HacToswen nobeu. Ja
N B MOe BpeMs He Buaen!

— Hy Kkak >xe 310 Tak, gegylwika? — MArko Bospasuna
Bepa, noxxmnmas crnerka ero pyky. — 3a4yem knesetatb? Bbl
Beab caMu ObINK XeHaTbl. 3Ha4YuMT, BCe-Takm noodbunun?



— PoBHO HMYero He 3HaunT, goporad Bepouka. 3Haellb,
Kak xeHnnca? Buxy, cmauTt oKorno MeHs cBeXXasi AEBYOH-
Ka. ObllwnT — rpyab Tak M xoauT nog Kodptoukon. Ony-
CTUT PEeCHUUbI, ONNHHbIE-ANNHHbIE Takue, U BCS BOPYr
BCMbIXHET. M KOXa Ha LeKkax HeXxHas, wenka benas Ta-
Kasi, HEBMHHAA, N PYKN MSKOHbKWE, TenneHbkne. Ax Tbl,
yepT! A TyT Nnana-mMama Xo4sT BOKPYr, 3a ABEpPsIMU Noa-
CNyLmnBatoT, mMagaT Ha Teba rpyCTHbIMM Takummn, coba-
YbUMMU, NpefaHHbIMK rMmasamn. A Korga yxoauvb — 3a
ABepPsIMU 3Takme BbICTPble NOLUENYNYUKA. .. 3a YHaeM HOX-
Ka Tebst nog CTonoM Kak ByaTo HeYasiHHO TPOHET... Hy
n rotoBo. «[oporon Huknta AHTOHbIY, 9 NPULLEN K BaMm
NpPoOCUTb PyKn Bawen podepwu. lNoBepbre, YTO 3TO CBSA-
TO€e CyLLecTBO...» A y nanbl y>Xe 1 rnasa Mokpble, U yX
uenoBatbca nesert... «Munbin! A paBHo goragbiBancs...
Hy gan Bam bBor... CMOTpu TonbKo Gepern aTo COKpOBU-
we...» Y BOoT yepes Tpn Mecsua CBATOE COKPOBULLE XO-
AUT B 3aTpenaHHOM KanoTte, Tydnm Ha 6ocy Hory, Boro-
CEHKM XnaeHbKkne, HevecaHble, B NanunboTKax, C AeHLM-
Kamu cobaumnTcs, Kak Kyxapka, ¢ monogbiMn odguuepa-
MU FTOMaeTCs, CHOCIOKaET, B3BM3rMBaET, 3aKkaTblBaEeT rma-
3a. Myxa novemy-To Ha nogax HasbiBaeT YKakoMm. 3Ha-
ellb, 9TaK B HOC, C pacTsSXXKON, TOMHO: «XK-a-a-ak». Mo-
TOBKa, akTpuca, Hepsixa, kagHas. W rmasa scerga mku-
Bble-IXMBble... Tenepb BCe MpOLSIo, YNernocb, yTpsc-
nocb. A gaxe 3TOMYy akTepullke B gywe bnarogapeH...



Cnaga bory, uyto geten He 6bino...

— Bbl npocTunu nm, gegywka?

— Npoctnn —ato He To cnoBo, Bepoyka. [epBoe Bpems
6bIn Kak 6eleHbln. Ecnn 6bl Torga yBuaen mx, KOHe4YHo,
ybun 6ol 060Mx. A NOTOM MNOHEMHOrY OTOLUSIO 1 OTOLLSIO,
N HUYEro He ocTarochk, Kpome npespeHns. U xopowwo. N3-
6aBun bor ot nuwHero nponutTnsa Kposu. M kpome TOrO,
n3bexan s1 obien yqactm 6onbluMHCTBA MyXen. YTo Obl
A 6bin Takoe, ecnu Gbl HE 3TOT Mep3Kuin cnyyan? Bbroy-
Hbln Bepbntog, NO30PHbLIN NOTATYUK, YKpbIBATESb, LOW-
Hasi KOpOBa, LIMPMa, Kakas-To AoOMaLLHAS Heobxoaumas
Belb... Het! Bce k ny4dwemy, Bepouka.

— Her, HeT, feagyuika, B Bac BCe-Takn, NPOCTUTE MEHS,
roOBOPUT NpexXHAa obuaa... A Bbl CBOM HECHACTHBbIN ONbIT
nepeHoCcuTe Ha BCe YenoBeyecTBO. Bo3bMUTE XOTb HAC C
Baceii. Pazse MOXHO Ha3BaTb Hall 6pak Hec4acTNnBbIM?

AHOCOB [O0BOSIbHO fonro mosndarsn. [loTom npoTsHyn
HEOXOTHO:

— Hy, xopowio... ckaxem — uckno4veHune... Ho BoT B
BONbLUNHCTBE-TO CryYaeB NoYeMy noaun XeHaTca? Bosb-
MeM XeHLlnHy. CTblQHO OCTaBaTbCA B AeBYLUKaX, OCO-
OeHHO Korga nogpyrn yxke NoBbIXOAUSU 3aMyXK. Tsxkeno
ObITb NUWHMM PTOM B ceMbe. XKenaHue bbiTb XO35MKON,
rMaBHOK B JOMe, AaMOoWn, camocTosTenbHon... K Tomy
Xe notpebHocTb, Npsamo dusndeckaa NoTpebHOCTbL Ma-
TEPUHCTBA, N YTOObLI HaYaTb BUTb CBOE rHe340. A y MyX-



YMH Apyrue moTuebl. Bo-nepBbix, yCTanocTb OT XONOCTOM
XWU3HU, OT Becnopsgka B KOMHaTax, OT TPakTUPHbIX 0be-
A0B, OT IPsA3nN, OKYPKOB, PasopBaHHOIO MU pas3po3HEHHO-
ro 6enbs, OT 4ONroB, OT GeCUEePEMOHHbIX TOBapULLEN U
npo4vee n npoyee. Bo-BTOpbIX, YyBCTBYELLb, YTO CEMbEN
XWUTb BbIroAHEE, 340pOBEE N AKOHOMHEE. B-TpeTbux, aoy-
Maellb: BOT NOMAYT AETULLKN, — A-TO YMPY, @ YacTb MEHS
BCE-TakuU OCTAHETCA Ha CBETE... HEYTO BPOAE WMIHO3UN
beccmepTus. B-yeTBepTbiX, cOONa3H HEBUHHOCTU, KakK B
MoeM cny4dae. Kpome Toro, 6b1BatoT MHOr4a MU MbICAN O
npugaHoM. A rge xe niobosb-10? JltoboBb 6eCKOpbICT-
Has, cCaMOOTBEPXEHHAs, He XayLwasa Harpagbl? Ta, npo
KOTOPYIO CKa3aHO — «CUITbHA, Kak cMepTb»? [oHMMaeLb,
Takasa noboBb, A1 KOTOPOM COBEPLUNTL fOOON MOABT,
oTAaTb XM3Hb, MONTU Ha My4YeHMe — BOBCE He Tpyad, a
ogHa papocTtb. [NocTton, nocton, Bepa, Tbl MHEe cenyac
OnATb Xo4elb nNpo TBoero Bacto? NpaBo xe, s ero nob-
no. OH xopowunin napeHb. [loyem 3HaTb, MOXET ObITb,
Oyayulee n nokaxet ero noboBb B cBeTe HONbLLOW Kpa-
coTbl. HO Tbl normun, o kakon nobeun A rosopto. JTloboBb
AoImKHa ObITb Tpareanen. Bennuaniwien tanHon B mupe!
Hwukakune n3HeHHble ygobcTea, pacyeTbl U KOMAPOMMUC-
Cbl HE JOMKHbI €€ KacaTbCA.

— Bbl BMagenun korga-HuMbyab Takyto noboBb, Aenylu-
Ka? — TMxo cnpocuna Bepa.

— Hert, — oTBeTUN ctapuk pewmnTtensHo. — A, npasaa,



3Halo ABa cny4das noxoxux. Ho oguH 6bin NpogMKTOoBaH
rMynocTblo, a APYron... Tak... Kakad-To Kucnota... ogHa
XanocTb... Ecnu xoyelsb, S pacckaxy. OTo Hegorro.

— lNMpowy Bac, geayLuka.

— Hy, BoT. B ogHOM nornky Halwen aneBnanm (TOnbKO He B
HaweM) bbiria )keHa NosikoBoro komaHaupa. Poxa, s1 tebe
ckaxy, Bepouka, npeectectBeHHas. KoctnaBas, pbhxkas,
ANMHHasA, xygyuwiad, potactas... LLTykaTtypka ¢ Hee Tak
M cbinanack, Kak Co CTaporo MOCKOBCKOro goma. Ho, no-
HUMaeLb, 3Takada nosikoBaa MeccanuHa: TemnepamMeHT,
BMaCTHOCTb, Npe3peHune K nogsam, CTpacTb K pasHoobpa-
3ut0. Boobasok — MopgmnHMCTKA.

W BOT ogHaxabl, OCEHbIO, MPUCHINAKOT K HAM B MOJIK HO-
BOMCMNEYEHHOro npanopLumKka, COBCEM XeNnTopoToro BO-
pobbA, TONLKO YTO N3 BOEHHOTO yyunuuia. Yepes mecsy,
aTa cTapas nowagb coscem osnagena nm. OH nax, OH
cnyra, oH pab, OH BeYHbI KaBanep ee B TaHUaX, HO-
CUT ee Beep M NNaTtoK, B OOHOM MYHOUPYUKE BbICKaKu-
BaeT Ha MOpO3 3BaTb ee nowlagen. YxacHas 310 WTy-
Ka, Korga CBEXWUN M YUCTbIM MarnbyuLLKa MNOMOXUT CBOKO
nepByto N0OOBb K HOram CTapon, OMbITHOM U BNACTOSO-
6uBon pasBpaTHULbI. ECriv OH ceryac BbICKOYM HeBpe-
AUM — BCe paBHO B ByayLiem cumTtan ero norméwmnm. 9710
— LUTaMM Ha BCHO KN3Hb.

K PoxpgectBy oH en yxe Hapoern. OHa BepHynacb K
OLHOW M3 CBOMX MPEXHUX, UCMNbITaHHbIX naccuin. A OH



He Mor. XoauT 3a HeWl, Kak npusugeHue. Mamy4duncsa
BeCb, ucxyaan, noyepHen. FoBOpsi BbICOKUM LUTUNEM —
«CMepTb YXKe fexarna Ha ero BbICOKOM verne». PeBHoBarn
OH ee yXacHo. [0BopAT, Liernble HoYM NpocTamBan nog ee
OKHaMW.

M BOT ogHaxbl BECHOM YCTPOUIN OHWU B MOSKY Ka-
KYHO-TO Ma€eBKY Un MUKHUK. A 1 ee 1 ero 3Hars fIM4Ho, HO
npu 9TOM npoucLuecTsmn He Gbin. Kak n Bcerga B aTux
cnyyasx, 6bino MHoro Bbinuto. OBpaTHO BO3BpAaLLAnMCh
HOYbIO MELLIKOM MO NONOTHY XernesHou goporu. Bapyr Ha-
BCTpeYy UM naeT ToBapHbI noesq. iget oveHb megneH-
HO BBEpPX, MO JOBOSIbHO KPYyTOMY nogbeMy. [laeT CBUCTKM.
M BOT, TONBbKO YTO NAapOBO3HbIE OrHW MOPAaBHASIUCH C KOM-
naHwen, oHa BAPYr LWen4yeT Ha yXo npanopLiuky: «Bel Bcé
roBopuTe, 4To NdUTE MeH4A. A Belb, ecnn 9 BaM MpuKa-
Xy — Bbl, HABEPHO, NoA noesa He BpocuTecb». A OH, HK
cnosa He oTBeTMB, 6erom — n nog noesq. OH-TO, rOBOPAT,
BEPHO paccyuTar, Kak pas Mexay nepeaHuMu U 3agHu-
MU Korecamu: Tak Obl ero akkypaTHO nornornam u nepe-
pe3ano. Ho kakon-1o nanoT B3gymarn ero yaepxueaTb U
oTTankmeatb. [la He ocunun. MNpanopLumk, Kak yuenuncs
pyKamu 3a penbchbl, Tak emy obe KMCTu n oTTanarno.

— Ox, kakou yxac! — BocknukHyna Bepa.

— Mpuwnock NpanopLumnKy octaBuTb crnyxby. ToBapu-
LM cobpann emy Koe-kakme AeHbXOHKM Ha Bble3q. OcTta-
BaTbCA-TO B ropofde emMy Oblno HeyadoOHO: XMBOW YKOP



nepen rnasamm n en u Bcemy nornky. M nponan 4veno-
BEK... caMbIM noanbiM obpasom... Ctan nonpoLuankon. ..
3amep3 rge-To Ha npuctaHu B Netepbypre.

A Opyron cnydan Obin coBceM xankui. U Ttakasa xe
XeHwuHa bbina, Kak 1 nepeas, ToNbKO Monodas u Kpa-
cnBad. O4yeHb N 04eHb HexopoLlo cebs Bena. Ha 4To yx
Mbl NIETKO MSAENN Ha 3T AOMAaLLUHWE pOMaHbl, HO Aaxe
N Hac kopobuno. A Myx — Hu4yero. Bce 3Han, Bce Buaen
n monyan. [lpysbs Hamekanu emy, a OH TOSIbKO pykamu
oTmaxuBancs. «OcTtaBbTe, ocTaBbTe... He moe geno, He
Moe gerno... Nyctb Tonbko JleHo4vka 6yaet cyactnmeal..»
Takon onyx!

Moa KoHew, colunack OHa HaKpPenko ¢ Nopy4Ynkom Bui-
HAKOBbIM, CybanTepHOM U3 UXHEN POTbl. Tak BTPOEM U
XUnn B 4BYMY>XECTBEHHOM Bpake — TO4YHO 3TO CaMblit 3a-
KOHHbIA BMA CynpyXecTBa. A TyT Hall MOSiK ABUHYNW Ha
BOWHY. Hawwum gambl npoBoOXanu Hac, NpoBoXana n oHa,
W, NpaBo, Aaxe CMOTPETb BbISI0 COBECTHO: XOTH Obl AN
NpUNNYna B3rnsaHyna pasok Ha Myxa, — HET, NoBecurach
Ha CBOEM MOpYy4uKe, KaK YepT Ha cyxon Bepbe, n He OT-
XoauT. Ha npolaHbe, Korga Mbl yXXe yCenucb B BaroHbl
N noes3q TPOHYICS, Tak OHa eLle MYXy Bcrnea, 6eccrbla-
Huua, KpukHyna: «l'omHu xe, 6epern Bonogto! Ecnn yto-
HUOYOb C HUM CNyYUTCS — YAy M3 OMY W HUKOrda He
BEpPHYyCb. M neTten 3abepy».

Tbl, MOXeT ObITb, AyMaellb, YTO 3TOT KanuTaH Oblin



Kakaa-HMbyab TpsAnka? pasmasHa? CTpeko3nHasa gywia?
HuuyTb. OH 6bin Xpabpbim conagartom. Nog 3eneHbiMu ro-
paMu OH LLUECTb pa3 BOAWUIT CBOK POTY Ha TYpPeELKUA peayT,
Ny HEro OT ABYXCOT YEerOBEK OCTanoch TONbKO YeTbipHa-
auatb. [1Baxabl paHEHHbIN — OH OTKasancs uaTu Ha ne-
PEeBSA30YHbIN MYHKT. BOT OH 6611 kKakon. CongaTbl Ha Hero
bory monunuce.

Ho oHa Benena... Ero JleHouka emy Benena!

W oH yxaxnsan 3a aTum Tpycom u noabipem BulLHAKo-
BbIM, 32 3TUM TpPyTHEM 6e3MeoBbIM, — KaK HSHbKA, Kak
MaTb. Ha Hounerax nog AoXOeMm, B rpsisn, OH yKyTbiBas
€ero CBOen LUMHesbto. Xoann BMECTO HEro Ha canepHble
paboTbl, a TOT OTNEXUBancs B 3eMMnsiHKE U urpan B
wrocc. o Hoyam NpoBepsin 3a HEro CTOPoOXeBble NOCTHI.
A 310, 3aMeTb, BepyHs, 661510 B TO Bpems, Korga 6aium-
Oy3yKn BblpesbliBany HalW MUKETbI TakK Xe MpPOCTO, Kak
apocnasckas 6aba Ha oropofae cpesaeTt KanyCTHble KOY-
HW. En-6ory, XxoTs u rpex BCnoMmnHaTtb, HO Bce obpagoBa-
nUCb, KOrga y3Hanu, 4To BULWHAKOB CKOHYancs B rocnu-
Tane ot Tuda...

— Hy, a XeHLWnH, geayuika, >XeHLMH Bbl BCTpeYanm nio-
oawmnx?

— O, KoHeYHo, Bepouka. A paxe 6onblue ckaxy: 9 yBe-
PEH, YTO MOYTU KaXKaas KeHLMHa cnocobHa B NobBuM Ha
caMblil BbICOKMI reponam. Monmu, oHa uenyet, o6HMMa-
eT, OTAaeTCa — U OHa yxe MaTtb. [1na Hee, ecnun oHa nio-



ouT, noboBb 3aKNOYaET BECb CMbICI XU3HN — BCIO BCE-
nexHHyt! Ho BoBCce He oHa BUMHOBaTa B TOM, YTO Nt0b60Bb
y nogen npuHsna Takme nowsble dopMbl U CHU3OLWa
NPOCTO A0 KaKOro-To XuTenckoro yaobctea, 40 ManeHb-
Koro passneyeHusi. BuHoBaTbl My>X4mnHbI, B ABagLaThb NeT
NPeCbILLEHHbIE, C UbIMAAYbMMM TeNaMU U 3as4bMK Oy-
LaMn, HECMOCOOHbIE K CUMbHbBIM XXENaHUsaM, K reponye-
CKMM MOCTYMKaM, K HEXXHOCTN U 0BoxaHuo nepen nobo-
Bbt0. [OBOPSAT, YTO paHblLe Bce 3TO ObiBano. A ecnn n He
ObiBano, To passe He MedTanu u He TockoBanu 06 aToM
nyywuve ymbl 1 Oywn 4yenoBedectBa — Mo3Tbl, pPOMaHU-
CTbl, MY3blKaHTbl, XyAOXHUKN? A Ha OHSX YnTan UCToputo
MaweHbkn Jlecko n kaBanepa ge lpue... Bepuwb nn,
cnesamu obnmeancs... Hy ckaxu xe, Mmos munasi, no co-
BECTM, pa3Be Kaxaas XeHLwmHa B rnybnHe CBOero cepa-
Lua He MeyTaeT O Takon nbBu — eauHON, BCenpoLlato-
LLEN, Ha BCE rOTOBOWN, CKPOMHOM U CAMOOTBEP)KEHHON?

— O, KOHEYHO, KOHEeYHO, aeayLukKa...

— A pa3 ee HeT, XeHLWuHbl McT4aT. [1ponaer ewe net
TPMAUATb... 1 HE YBUXY, HO Tbl, MOXET ObITb, yBUOMLb,
Bepouka. NomsHn Moe cnoBo, 4YTO NET Yepes TpuauaTtb
XEHLWMHbl 3aNMYT B MUPE HECITbIXaHHY0 BriacTb. OHM Oy-
AyT oaeBaTtbCA, Kak uHannckme naonol. OHK ByoyT no-
nMpaTb Hac, MY>4MH, Kak Npe3peHHbIX, HU3KOMOKMOHHbIX
paboB. VIx cymacbpoaHbie npuMxoTM U Kanpusbl CTaHyT
AS151 HAaC MyYnTESNbHLIMKU 3aKOHaMN. M BCe OTTOro, 4YTo Mbl



LenbIMX NOKONEHNAMM HE YMENW NPEKITOHATLCA U 6naro-
roBeTb nepeg nobosbto. 10 BygeT MecTb. 3Haelb 3a-
KOH: cuna gencTeus paBHa cune npoTMBOAENCTBUA.

HemHoro nomonyas, OH BAPYr CAPOCUIT:

— Ckaxun MHe, Bepouka, ecnu Tonbko Tebe He TpyaHo,
4YTO 9TO 3a UCTopusa ¢ TenerpadpucTom, 0 KOTOPOM pac-
ckasblBan cerogHs kHa3b Bacunuin? Yto 3gecb npaBaa u
YTO BblAyMKa, MO ero obblyatn?

— PasBe Bam nHTepecHo, geayluka?

— Kak xo4elb, Kak xodewsb, Bepa. Ecnu Tebe node-
MY-NM60 HEMPUATHO. ..

— [la BoBCe HeT. A ¢ yaoBONbCTBUEM paCCKaxy.

M oHa pacckasana KoMeHAaHTy CO BCEMM NogpoOHO-
CTAMM O KakoM-TO 6e3ymue, KOTopbIM Havyan npecneno-
BaTb ee CBOEt0 f0OOBLIO elle 3a ABa roga 4o ee 3amy-
XecTBa.

OHa HK pasy He Buaena ero n He 3HaeT ero pamununu.
OH TOonbko nucan en n B nucbMax nognuceiBanca . C.
XK. OgHaxgbl OH 06MONBUNCA, YTO CNYXUT B KAKOM-TO
Ka3eHHOM y4YpexaeHUn ManeHbKUM YAHOBHUKOM, — O Te-
nerpade OH He ynomuHasn Hu cnosa. O4YyeBMAHO, OH MO-
CTOSAAHHO crieaus 3a Hen, NOTOMY YTO B CBOMX MUCbMax
BeCbMa TOYHO YyKasblBars, rge oHa 6biBana Ha Bevepax,
B Kakom oOLyectBe M Kak bbina ogerta. CHa4yana nucb-
Ma €ero HOCUNW BYJSbrAPHbIA N KYPbEe3HO MbINIKMIA Xapak-
Tep, XOTS 1 OblNKn BMNOSHE LenoMyapeHHbl. Ho ogHaxabl



Bepa nucbMeHHo (kcTatn, He npobonTanTech, AeayLuka,
00 3TOM HaLLMM: HUKTO U3 HMUX He 3HaeT) nonpocuna ero
He yTpy>XaaTb ee 6onble CBOMMU NOO6OBHBIMU U3NNAHK-
amn. C Tex nop OoH 3amonyan o nwbsu 1 ctan nucartb
nuuwb nspeaka: Ha Nacxy, Ha HosbIV roa v B AeHb ee uMe-
HUH. KHArmHA Bepa pacckasana Takke 1 0 CerofgHsiLLHen
Nnocbifnike 1 gaxe noyTu AOCNOBHO nepedana CTpaHHoe
NUCbMO CBOEro TaMHCTBEHHOro oboxartens...

— [a-a, — npoTaHyn reHepan HakoHel,. — MoXeT ObITb,
3TO NPOCTO HEHOPMAaSbHbIA ManbIv, MaHWak, a — no4Yem
3HaTb? — MOXET ObITb, TBOWN XWU3HEHHbIN NyTb, Bepou-
Ka, nepecekna UMEHHO Takasi Mtob0Bb, O KOTOPOW rpe3aT
XEHLLMHbI N Ha KOTOPYIo Bonblue He CMOCOBHbLI MYyX4K-
Hbl. MocTon-ka. Bnguiwb, Bnepean OABmXKyTcs dooHapn?
HaBepHO, MO aKknnax.

B T0 ke Bpems c3aam Nocnblwanoch 3bIMHOE PsiBKAHbE
aBTOMObOWMNA, 1 Oopora, n3pbiTas kornecamu, 3acusna doe-
nbiM aueTuneHoBbiM cBeToM. Nogbexan Nyctas VBaHo-
BUNM.

— AHHOYKa, g 3axBaTtun TBou Bewn. Caanck, — ckasan
OH. — Balle npeBocxoguTenbCTBO, HE NO3BONUTE NN O0-
Be3Tu Bac?

— Hert yX, cnacnbo, Mo MunbIn, — OTBETUN reHepan. —
He nobnto 8 3Ton MawunHbl. TONbKO APOXUT U BOHSIET, a
pagoctu Hukakon. Hy, npowan, Bepouka. Tenepb s 6yay
4YacTo npuesxartb, — rOBOPUN OH, uenys y Bepbl nob un



PYKW.
Bce pacnpowanucek. $puecce goses Bepy Hukonaes-

HY 0 BOPOT €€ a4n u, 6bICTp0 onnmcas Kpyr, nc4e3 B TEM-
HOTE CO CBOUM peBYLLM U NbIXTALLNM aBTOMOOUNeMm.



IX

KHarnHs Bepa ¢ HenpnaTHLIM YyBCTBOM NOAHANACH Ha
Teppacy v Bowna B gom. OHa ewe nsganu ycnolwana
rPOMKMI ronioc 6pata Hukonas n ysmaena ero BbICOKYHO,
cyxyto courypy, 6bICTpO CHOBaBLUYKO M3 yrna B yron. Ba-
cvnuin J1bBoBMY cuaen y IoM6epHoro ctona u, HU3KO Ha-
KNOHMB CBOK CTPMXKEHYHO BOSbLUYHO CBETNIOBOMOCYIO FO-
NOBY, YEPTWI MENKOM MO 3eN1EHOMY CYKHY.

— A paBHO Hactausan! — rosopun Hukonaun pasgpa-
YKEHHO 1 ienasi NpaBoW PYKOW TaKOM XeCT, TOYHO OH 6po-
casn Ha 3eMt0 KaKyl-TO HEBUAUMYHKO TSXKeCTb. — A gaB-
HO HacTauBan, YTobbl NpekpaTUTb 3TK AypaLkKue Nnucbma.
Ewe Bepa 3a Tebs 3amyx He BbIxoaguna, korga s ysepsin,
4yTO Thl M Bepa Tewmntecb nmu, Kkak pedbaTuwku, BUAsS B
HUX TOSNbKO CMeLWHoeE... BorT, kctaTtu, u cama Bepa... Mbl,
Bepouka, rosopum cendac ¢ Bacunuem JlbBoBuyem 06
3TOM TBOEM cymaclueawem, o TeoeM [le Ne XKe. A Haxo-
XYy 3Ty Nepenucky Aep3kon 1 noLusion.

— lMepenuckn BoBce He BbINO, — XONOAHO OCTAHOBWUIT
ero lewnH. — lNucan nuiwb oH 0guH...

Bepa nokpacHena npu aTnux cnoeax u cena Ha guMBaH
B TeHb OOMNbLUIOWN NaTtaHuw.

— £ U3BMHSAIOCL 3a BblpaxeHue, — ckasan Hukonan Hu-
Konaesun4 n 6pocun Ha 3eMso, TOYHO OTOpBaB OT rpyau,



HEBMOUMbIN TSXKENLIW NPEeaMET.

— A 51 He NOHMMal0, NoYeMY Tbl Ha3blBaeLlb €ro MOUM, —
BCTaBuna Bepa, obpagoBaHHas nogaepxkon myxa. — OH
Tak k& MOWN, KaK 1 TBOMN...

— XopoLwo, eLle pas n3BNHAOCHL. CIIOBOM, 51 XO4Y TOSb-
KO cKasaTb, YTO ero rnynocTsM Hago MNOSIOKUTb KOHeL,.
[eno, no-moemy, nepexoanT 3a Te rpaHulbl, r4e MOXHO
CMeATbCA U pucoBaTh 3abaBHbIE PUCYHOUKM. .. [ToBepbTe,
€CI1 4 30eCb 0 YEM XJ10MOYY 1 O YEM BOJSTHYHOCb, — TaK 3TO
TOSbKO 0 4OBpoM MeHn Bepbl n TBoem, Bacunui J1bBo-
BUNM.

— Hy, 910 Thl, KaxeTcs, yXX cnuwkom xsatun, Kons, —
Bo3pas3un LeunH.

— MoxeT ObITb, MOXeT BbITb... HO Bbl fierko puckyete
nonacTb B CMELLHOE MONOXeHMe.

— He BUKXy, Kakum cnocobom, — ckasan KHA3b.

— Boob6pasn cebe, 4to 3TOT MAMOTCKMIA Opacner... —
Hvkonan npunogHan KpacHbl pyTnap co ctona u ToT-
yac e b6pearnmBo Bpocun ero Ha MecTo, — YTO 3Ta Yyao-
BULLIHAA NOMOBCKasi LUTY4YKa OCTAHETCS Y HAc, Ui Mbl ee
Bbibpocum, unun nogapvm Hawe. Torga, Bo-nepsbix, e
[Me XXe moxeT xBacTaTbCsl CBOMM 3HAKOMbIM UM TOBapu-
Wwam, 4Yyto KHAarmHs Bepa HukonaesHa LenHa npuHuma-
eT ero nogapku, a BO-BTOPbIX, MEPBbIN Xe Crlydan nooLw-
PUT €ro K ganbHenwmnm nogsuram. 3aBTpa OH npuckina-
eT KOnbLo ¢ 6punbaHTamMm, nocrnesaBTpa XeMYy>XHOE KO-



nbe, a TaM — Magub — CAAET Ha CKaMbio NOACYAMMbIX
3a pacTtparty unm noanor, a kHasps LWWeunHbl OyayT Boi3Ba-
Hbl B KayecTBe cBuaetenen... Mmunoe nonoxexHme!

— Her, HeT, 6pacneTt Hago HenpemeHHoO oTtocnaTtb 06-
paTHO! — BOCKNMKHYN Bacunui J1bBoBWv.

— A Toxe Tak gymato, — cornacunacek Bepa, — n kak
MOXHO ckopee. Ho kak aTo caenatb? Beab Mbl HE 3HaeM
HU UMEHU, HN haMunmn, HKU agpeca.

— O, 3aT10-TO coBcemM nyctoe aesno! — Bo3pasun npeHe-
OpexutenoHo Hukonan Hukonaeswud. — Ham mM3BeCTHbI
nHuumanel atoro lNe MNe XKe... Kak ero, Bepa?

— e 3c XKe.

— BoT n npekpacHo. Kpome Toro, Ham M3BeCTHO, YTO OH
rae-To CIY>XUT. OTOro COBEpPLLUEHHO AOCTaTOYHO. 3aBTpa
Xe s 6epy ropoackon ykasaTenb U OTbICKMBAKO YMHOBHUN-
Ka unu cnyxawero ¢ Takumm nHugnanamu. Ecnu nove-
My-HMBYOb S ero He Hanay, TO NPOCTO-HANPOCTO MNO30BY
NOSIMLIENCKOrO CbICKHOIO areHTa v NpuKkaxy oTbickaTb. Ha
cnyyan 3atpygHeHusa y MeHst Byaet B pykax BOT 3aTa Oy-
Maxka ¢ ero novdepkom. OgHMM CroBoOM, 3aBTpa K ABYM
Yyacam gHs 9 6ygy 3HaTb B TOYHOCTU agpec n aMunuio
3TOro MOSIoAYMKa M Jaxe Yacbl, B KOTOpble OH OblBaeT
aomMa. A pas g 3TO y3Halo, TO Mbl HE TONbKO 3aBTpa Xe
BO3BpaTUM €MY €ro COKpOBULLE, a N MPUMEM MePbI, YTO-
Obl OH Yy BonblUe HMKOrAa He HanoMmMHam Ham O CBOeEM
CyLLEeCTBOBaHUM.



— Yto Thl AyMaewb caenatb? — cnpocun KHA3b Bacu-
nvn.

— Yt0? NMoeny k rybepHaTopy 1 nonpoLyy...

— Her, Tonbko He K rybepHaTopy. Tbl 3Haellb, KakoBbI
Haln OTHOWeHuS... TyT npssMas onacHOCTb nonacTtb B
CMEeLLHOE MNOoSoXeHMe.

— Bce paBHo. [Moeay K xaHgapMcKoMy nosikoBHUKY. OH
MHe npusaTens no knyby. MNMycTb-ka oH BbI30BET 3TOro Po-
MEO 1 NOrpo3unT Y HEro narbLeMm rnog HoCcoM. 3Haellb, Kak
OH 3TO AenaeT? lNpucTtaBuT Yernoseky naneL K camomy
HOCY N PYKOW COBCEM He OBWUraeT, a TOMbKO NULb OOVH
nanew y Hero Ka4aeTcs, U KpuunuT: «4, cyaapb, 9TOro He
NnoTepPNsItO-t0-t0!»

— ®un! Yepes xxaHgapmos! — nomopLumnack Bepa.

— W npaBgoa, Bepa, — nogxsaTtun kHA3b. — Jlydwe yx B
3TO [eno HMKOro NOCTOPOHHMX He Mewatb. [MongyT cny-
XW, cnneTHu... Mbl BCce 4OCTAaTOYHO XOPOLLO 3HAaeM Halw
ropog. Bce XunByT TOYHO B CTEKNSAHHbIX BaHkax... Jly4ywe
YXK S caM rnonay K 9TOMy... IoHoLWe... XoT4a bor ero 3Haer,
MOXET ObITb, eMY LLeCTbAeCcAT NeT?.. Bpydy emy 6pacnet
M NPOYMTal0 XOPOLLYHO, CTPOry HOTaUMIo.

— Torga n a ¢ Tobon, — 6bICTPO Npepsan ero H1ukonaw
Hukonaesuny. — Tbl cnvwkom mM4arok. [NpegocrtaBb MHe C
HUM NOroBOpUTb... A Ternepb, APY3bA MOWU, — OH BbIHYN
KapMaHHbIe Yacbl 1 nornagen Ha HUX, — Bbl U3BUHUTE Me-
HS, ecnn 8 nongy Ha MUMHYTKY K cebe. EaBa Ha Horax aep-



XyCb, @ MHEe Haf0 NPOCMOTPETL ABa Aena.

— MHe noyemy-To cTano anko 3Toro Hec4acTHoro, —
HepeLwmTenbHO ckasana Bepa.

— XKanetb ero Heyero! — pesko oTtossanca Hukonan,
obopaunBasach B ABepsix. — Ecnm Obl Takyto BbIXOAKY C
OpacneTom n NMCbMOM No3Bosnnn cebe YenoBek Hallero
Kpyra, To kHsi3b Bacunuii nocnan 6bl emy Bbi30B. A ecnu
Obl OH 3TOro He caenan, To caenan Obl 8. A B npexHee
BpeMsa A O6bl NPOCTO Bernen OTBECTU €ro Ha KOHHOLLHIO U
HakasaTb po3ramn. 3aBTpa, Bacunui JleBoBUY, Tbl NOO0-
XOM MEHS1 B CBOEN KaHUenspumn, 1 cooblly tebe no tene-

doHYy.



X

3anneBaHHas NnecTHULA naxna MblllaMn, KowKamu,
KEPOCMHOM U CTUPKOW. Nepea ecTbiM 3TaXXoM KHA3b Ba-
cunmn J1bBOBUY OCTaHOBUIICS.

— [MopgoXamM HEMHOXKO, — cKasas OH WypuHy. — [lan q
oTablwyck. Ax, Kons, He cnegosano 6bl 3TOro Aenartb...

OHu nogHanuch ewle Ha gea maplwia. Ha nectHu4Hom
nnowaake 6biNo Tak TeMHO, 4YTo Hukonam Hukonaesny
AorKeH 6bin ABa pasa 3akuratb CMYKK, NoKa He pasrns-
Aen Homepa KBapTupbl.

Ha ero 3BOHOK oTBOpua ABepb NofHas cegasi cepo-
rnasasi XXeHumHa B o4Kax, C HEMHOrO COrHyTbIM Briepes,
BUOMMO OT KaKOW-TO BONE3HN, TYNOBULLEM.

— lNocnogmH XentkoB goma? — cnpocun Hukonan Hu-
KonaeBuu.

YKeHLwunHa TpeBOXHO 3aberana rnasamu oT rnas ogHo-
ro MY>X4MHbl K rnasam gpyroro n obpatHo. lNpunuyHas
BHELLHOCTb 060MX, AOMKHO ObITb, YCNoKouna ee.

— [doma, npouly, — ckasana OHa, OTKpblBas ABepb. —
MepBasa oBepb Haneso.

Bynar-TyraHoBCKkuI NOCTy4arn Tpu pa3a KOpPOTKO U pe-
wntenbHo. Kakon-to wopox nocnbiwanca BHyTpu. OH
eLle pas nocry4an.

— Bonpgute, — oto3Bancsa cnabbin ronoc.



KomHaTa 6blna 04eHb HM3Ka, HO OYEHb LLUMPOKa U AfINH-
Ha, NoYTN KBagpaTHOW bopMbl. [1Ba KpyrnbIX OKHAa, CO-
BCEM MOXOXMX Ha NapOXodHble UNNIOMUHATOPI, ene-ene
ee ocsewanu. [la n Bcs oHa Oblna noxoXxa Ha KatoT-KOM-
naHuIo rpy30Boro napoxoga. Baoons ogHoM cTeHbl cTosina
y3eHbKasi KpoBaTb, BAOSMb APYror O4eHb BOMbLION U LWK-
POKWUA OMBaH, NOKPbITbIA UCTPENaHHbIM NPEKPACHbIM Te-
KMHCKMM KOBPOM, nocepeauHe — CTOS, HaKpbITbIN LBET-
HOM MartoOPOCCUNCKOWN CKaTepTbIO.

JInua xo3smHa cHavana He 6bIS10 BUOHO: OH CTOSASN CNK-
HOIO K CBETY M B 3aMeLlaTternibcTae notmpan pyku. OH 6bin
BbICOK POCTOM, Xy4oLas, C ASIMHHBIMW NYLWNCTbIMU, MAr-
KMMU BOSNTIOCaMM.

— Ecnu He owmbatock, rocnoanH XKenTkos? — cnpocun
BblICOKOMepHO Hukonan Hukonaeswnuy.

—XenTtkoB. O4yeHb NpuaTHO. No3BoNLTE NPeaCTaBUTb-
csl.

OH cgenan no HanpaeneHuto K TyraHOBCKOMY [1Ba Lua-
ra c NPOTAHYTOU PYKOW. HO B TOT € MOMEHT, TOYHO He
3amevas ero npusertcTeus, Hukonam Hukonaesud obep-
Hyrica Bcem Teriom K Lenny.

— A Tebe roBopun, YTO Mbl HE OLLNBMNCD.

Xyable, HepBHble nanbubl XXenTtkosa 3aberanuv no 6op-
TY KOPUYHEBOIO KOPOTKOro NnKayka, 3actermesas u pac-
cTternsas nyrosuubl. HakoHew OH C TpygoM MpOu3Hec,
yKasblBas Ha AMBaH M HEIMOBKO KIMaHSSChb.



— Mpowy nokopHo. Cagutecs.

Tenepb OH cTan BeCb BUAEH: OMEHb OredHbIN, C HeX-
HbIM AEBUYBUM NTULOM, C ronybbiMu rnasamm 1 ynpsambim
AETCKMM NoABopoaKOM C SIMOYKOW NOCpenuHe; NeT emy,
AOJITKHO ObITb, ObINO OKONO TpMauaTn, TPUALATU NMATK.

— bnarogapto Bac, — ckasan npocTo KHA3b LewnH, pas-
rmaabiBaBLUMA €r0 OMEHb BHUMATENbHO.

— Merci, — kKopoTko oTBeTun1 Hukonan Hukonaesuu.
N oba octanucb ctoATb. — Mbl K BAM BCEro TONbKO Ha
HECKONbKO MUHYT. OTO — KHA3b Bacunuin JlbBoBny LLenH,
rybepHcknin npegsoanTenb ABopsiHcTBa. Mos doamunus
— Mupsa-bynart-TyraHoBckuin. A — ToBapuL, NPOKypopa.
[eno, o kKoTopom Mbl ByaemM MMETb YECTb FOBOPUTL C Ba-
MW, OOAMHAKOBO KacaeTCsl U KHA39 U MeHsl, Unn, BepHee,
CYNpyrn KHA351, a MOeun CecTpbl.

XKenTtkoB, coBepLUEHHO pacTepsBLUMCb, OMyCTUMCA
BAPYr Ha OuBaH M nponeneTan oMepTBEBLUNMU rybamu:
«Mpowy, rocnoga, cagutbes». Ho, 4OMKHO ObITb, BCOM-
HWUN, 4YTO y>xe BesycneLwHo npegnaran To XXe caMoe paHb-
e, Bckouus, nogbexan K okHy, Tepebsi Bonockl, U Bep-
Hyrnca obpaTHO Ha NpexHee MecTo. M onaTb ero gpoxa-
Wwue pyku 3aberanu, Tepebs nyroeuubl, LWUNIS CBETIbIE
pbbKeBaTble YCbl, Tporaa 6e3 Hy>abl NnLO.

— A K BawwuMm ycnyram, Balle CuUATenbCTBO, — NPOU3-
Hec OH rmyxo, msaaa Ha Bacunua JlbBoBu4a ymonsowu-
MW rnasamu.



Ho WewnH npomonyan. 3arosopun Hukonan Hukonae-
BWNY:

— Bo-nepBbix, no3BonsTe BO3BpPaATUTb BaM Bally
BELlllb, — CKasarn OH 1, OCTaB U3 KapMaHa KpacHbIn (y-
TNApP, akKypaTHO NosioXkun ero Ha ctorn. — OHa, KOHEYHO,
AenaeT 4YecTb Ballemy BKYCY, HO Mbl O4Y€Hb nNpocunn ool
Bac, 4ToObl Takne cropnpusbl 6o5bLIe HE NOBTOPSIUCE.

— [MpocTute... A cam 3Hato, 4TO OMEHb BMHOBAT, — NPO-
wentan XXenTkos, rMaas BHX3, Ha Nof, 1 KkpacHes. — Mo-
)KET ObITb, MO3BONUTE CTaKaH4YMK 4aro?

— Bugnte nu, rocnogmH XXentkos, — npogosmkan Hu-
Konan Hukonaesud, Kak ByaTo He paccnbllwas nocrnea-
HuX crnoB XentkoBa. — A o4eHb pag, YTO Halwen B Bac
NopsiLOYMHOro Yenoseka, AKeHTbMeHa, cnocobHoro no-
HMMaTb ¢ nonycnoea. M 9 gymato, YTO Mbl JOrOBOPUMCS
cpasy. Beab, ecnu 4 He owimbatoch, Bbl NpecnenyeTe KHs-
rmHio Bepy HukonaeBHy yxe OKONo ceMn-BoCbMU NneT?

— [a, — otBeTMn XenTtkoB TUXO M OMNYCTUI PECHULbI
©naroroBemHo.

— W Mbl 4O CUX NOP HE NPUHUMAanu NPOTUB BaC HUKaKNX
Mep, XOTA — COrnacuTecb — 3TO HE TOJTbKO MOXHO ObINo
Obl, a faxe n Hy>Ho bbino caenatb. He npasaa nNn?

— [a.

— [a. Ho nocnegHum Bawnm nocTynkom, MMEHHO npu-
CbINKOW 3TOro BOT CaMOro rpaHaToBoro 6pacnera, Bbl ne-
pPecTynunu Te rpaHnubl, rge KOHYaeTcs Halle TepreHue.



MoHMMaeTe? — KOH4YaeTcs. A OT Bac He CKpOto, YTO nep-
BOM Hallen MbICNbi ObIIO0 06paTUTLCA K NOMOLLM Bra-
CTW, HO Mbl HE caernanm 3Toro, N 1 O4MeHb pag, YTo He cae-
nanu, N0TOMY YTO NOBTOPSIKO — S cpady yragan B Bac bna-
ropodHoro 4eroBeka.

— NpocTtuTte. Kak Bbl ckasanu? — cnpocun Bapyr BHU-
MaTenbHo YKenTkoB M paccMmesancs. — Bbl xotenu obpa-
TUTbCA K BNnacTn?.. IMeHHo Tak Bbl cka3ann?

OH nonoxun pykn B kKapmaHbl, cen ygqobHo B yron au-
BaHa, JocTan noprcurap u Crivykn n 3akypun.

— WUTak, Bbl ckasanu, 4To Bbl XOTenu NpuberHyTb K no-
MoLM Bnactn?.. Bbl MeH U3BUHUTE, KHA3b, YTO S CU-
Xy? — obpartuncs oH k LleunHy. — Hy-c, ganbLie?

KHA3b npuaBuHYn cTyn K ctony u cen. OH, He oTpbiBa-
ACb, MALen ¢ HeAoyMeHNEM U XaaHbIM, Cepbe3HbIM Ho-
BOnNbLITCTBOM B NINLO 3TOrO CTPAHHOIO YerioBeka.

— Buante nu, Munbeln MON, 3Ta Mepa OT Bac HMUKOraa He
ynaet, — ¢ Nerkon HarnocTtbto npogormkan Hukonan Hu-
Konaesu4. — BpbIBaTbCs B HyXX0e CEMENCTBO...

— BuHoBar, s Bac nepebbio. ..

— Her, BuHoBaT, Tenepb yX 51 Bac nepebblo... — No4TH
3aKpuyar npokypop.

— Kak Bam yrogHo. loBopute. A cnywato. Ho y meHs
€CTb HECKOINbKO CNoB Ans KHA34a Bacunusa JlbBoBuya.

A, He obpawas 6onblle BHUMaHMsS Ha TyraHOBCKOrO,
OH cKasan:



— Cenvac Hactana camas Taxernas MuUHyTa B MOeW
XN3HU. U1 9 OOMKeH, KHA3b, rOBOPUTL C BaMWN BHE BCAKUX
YCIOBHOCTEWN. .. Bbl MeHs1 BbicnyLwlaeTe?

— Cnywato, — ckazan lWeunH. — Ax, Kons, ga nomonyum
Tbl, — CKa3asnl OH HeTepnenveo, 3aMeTUB FHEBHbIN XeCT
TyraHoBckoro. — [oBopuTe.

XKenTkoB B NpoformkeHne HEeCKONbKUX CEKYH NOBWUI
PTOM BO34YyX, TOYHO 3a4bIXasiCb, U BOPYr NOKATUNCS, KaK
c obpbiBa. [OBOPMN OH OOHMMW YEMOCTAMU, IyObl Y HEFO
Oblnn Genble 1 He ABUranucb, Kak y MepTBOro.

— TpyAHO BbIrOBOPUTL TaKyto... hpasy... YTo s nobnio
Bawly xeHy. Ho cemb net 6e3HagexHoM 1 BEXITMBOW N06-
BM Jat0T MHe NpaBo Ha 3T0. A cornaiuarock, YTO BHavane,
korga Bepa HukonaesHa 6bina ewe 6apbllHeEN, 9 nncan
en rnynble NMcbMa 1 Aaxe xgasn Ha HUX oTBeTa. f co-
rnawarcb C TeM, YTO MOW NocnegHUn NOCTynoK, UMeH-
HO nocblinka 6pacneta, 6bina ewe dynbLien rmynocTbio.
Ho... BOT 4 BaM NpAMO IMsXy B rnasa u 4yBCTBYHO, YTO
Bbl MEHS NonMeTe. A 3Hato, YTO He B cunax pasnidutb
ee Hukorga... CkaxuTe, KHA3b... NPeanosioxXmMm, YTo BaM
9TO HEMPUATHO... CKaXuTe, — 4To Obl Bbl caenanu ang 1o-
ro, 4to6 o6opBaTh 3TO HyBCTBO? BbICNaTbh MEHS B Apyron
ropoa, kak ckasan Hukonan Hukonaesn4? Bce paBHO n
TaM Tak xe s dyay nobute Bepy HukonaesHy, kak 3geco.
3akniounTb MeHs B TiopbMy? Ho 1 Tam a1 Hangy cnocob
AaTb er 3HaTb 0 MOeM cyLecTBoBaHUW. OCTaeTcs TOSMbKO



OLHO — CMepTb... Bbl X0TUTE, A NpUMy ee B Kakou YrogHo
dopwme.

— Mbl BMecTO gena pa3BoavM Kakylo-TO Menogekna-
mMauuto, — ckasan Hukonan Hukonaesu4, HageBasa LUNs-
ny. — Bonpoc o4yeHb KOPOTOK: BaM npegnaratT o4HO U3
ABYX: NMMBO Bbl COBEPLUEHHO OTKa3blBaeTeChb OT npecre-
A0BaHUs KHArMHM Bepbl HukonaesHbl, NMOO, ecniv Ha 3To
Bbl HE cornacutecb, Mbl MPUMEM MEPbI, KOTOPblE HaM
NO3BOSIAT HaLLE NOSIOXXEHMe, 3HAaKOMCTBO M TaK ganee.

Ho >KenTkoB gaxe He nornggen Ha Hero, XoTs U Cribl-
wan ero cnosa. OH obpatuncs K kHA3 Bacunuio JlbBo-
BUYY N CIPOCUIT:

— Bbl no3Bonnte MHe OTNYYNTBCA Ha OECATb MUHYT?
S OoT Bac He CKpot, YTO Nongy roBopuTb MO TenedoHy
C kHsArmHen Bepon HukonaesHOW. YBepsto Bac, 4TO Bce,
4YTO BO3MOXHO OyaeT Bam nepeaatb, s nepegam.

— Nawnte, — ckasan LewnH.

Korgpa Bacunun JlbBOBMY M TyraHOBCKMW OCTanucb
BABoeM, To Hukonam Hukonaesuny cpasy Habpocuncs Ha
CBOErO LypUHa.

— Tak Henb34d, — Kpu4yan oH, genas Bua, 4YTo bpocaer
npaBoOn PYKOW Ha 3eMJI0 OT rpyan Kakom-TO HEBULOUMbIN
npegmert. — Tak NoONoOXuUTenbHO Henb3sa. A Teba npeay-
npexagan, YTo BCI 4EeroBy0 YacTb pasroBopa s 6epy Ha
cebs1. A Tbl pacKnc 1 NO3BONUI EMY PacnpOCTPaHATLCA O
cBounx YyBcTBax. A 6bl 9TO coenan B ABYX CroBax.



— MNopoxawn, — ckasan kKHA3b Bacunun JlbBoBUY, — cen-
Yyac Bce 310 06bsACHUTCA. [MaBHOeE, 3TO TO, YTO S BUXKY €ero
NNLO, U S YyBCTBYHO, YTO 3TOT YenoBek He cnocobeH 06-
MaHbIBaTb U nratb 3aBegomo. W, npasga, nogyman, Ko-
N4, passe OH BMHOBAT B NOOBM 1 pasBe MOXHO yrnpas-
NATb TaKMM YyBCTBOM, KaK ft0b0Bb, — YyBCTBOM, KOTOPOE
A0 cux nop ewe He Hawno cebe ucrtonkosarens. — o-
AyMaB, KHA3b ckasan: — MHe xarnko atoro yenoseka. U
MHE He TOSIbKO YTO XXasko, HO BOT sl YyBCTBYHO, YTO Mpu-
CYTCTBYIO MPU KaKOW-TO rPOMaZHON Tparegum oywn, n a
He MOry 34ecb NasiCHMYaTb.

— 9T0 AekaaeHTCTBO, — cka3an Hukonan Hukonaeswnu.

Uepes gecsatb MUHYT XKenTkoB BepHyncs. [nasa ero
bnectenu n 6binu rnyboku, kak 6yaTo HanonMHeHbl HeNPo-
nuTbiMn cne3amu. M BunaHo Obino, Yto oH coBceM 3abbin
O CBETCKMUX MPUNNYMNAX, O TOM, KOMY rde Hago CUAeTb,
N nepecrtan gepxartb cebs mkeHTnbmeHoM. U onatb €
OOrbHOW, HEPBHOM YYTKOCTBIO 3TO NOHAN KHA3b LLleunH.

— £ roToB, — ckasarn oH, — 1 3aBTpa Bbl 060 MHE HUYEro
He ycnblwuTe. A kak 6yato 6bl ymep onsa sac. Ho ogHo
ycrnoBue — 370 1 BaM roBopto, KHA3b Bacunum JlbBoBuY, —
BUOMTE NN, 9 pacTpaTun Ka3eHHble OeHblM, N1 MHE Kak-
HUKaK NPUXOANTCS N3 3TOro ropoaa 6exatb. Bbl no3sonu-
Te€ MHe HanucaTb €eLle nocrnegHee NMCbMo KHArmHe Bepe
HukonaesHe?

— Hert. Ecnn kKoHumn, Tak KoHYun. Hukakmx nucem, —



3akpuyan Hukonam HukonaeBwnu.

— XopoLwo, nuwmnTe, — ckasan LewuH.

— BoT 1 BCe, — NnpounsHec, HagMeHHO ynblbasch, KenT-
KoB. — Bbl 060 MHe 6Gonee He ycnbIlWKTE WU, KOHEYHO,
6onbLle Hukorga MmeHs He yBuauTte. KusarmHs Bepa Huko-
naeBHa COBCEM He xoTerna co MHoum roBopuTb. Korga s ee
CApOCUI, MOXHO NI MHE OCTaTbCs B ropoAe, YTobbl XO-
TS u3pedka ee BUOETb, KOHEYHO He MoKa3blBasiCb €1 Ha
rnasa, oHa otBeTuna: «Ax, ecnv Obl Bbl 3HaNW, Kak MHe
Hagoena Bcd ata uctopus. lNoxanyncra, npekpaturte ee
Kak MOXHO ckopee». M BOT 9 npekpallat BC 3Ty UCTO-
puto. KaxxeTtcs, s caenan Bce, 4YTo Mor?

Beuepom, npuexas Ha gady, Bacunui JlbBoBUY nepe-
Aan XeHe O4YeHb TOYHO BCe NOoAPOOHOCTM CBMAAHUSA C
XKenTtkoBbiM. OH Kak 6yaTo 66l YHyBcTBOBaN cebsa obs3aH-
HbIM caenaTtb 3TO.

Bepa xoTs 6bina BCTpeBOXEHA, HO HE yANBUIIACh U He
npuwina B 3ameLuaTtenbcTBo. Houblo, Korga My npuwien
K HEW B NOCTENb, OHa BAPYr CKa3ana eMy, NOBEPHYBLUMCb
K CTEHe:

— OcTaBb MeHS4, — 1 3Hat0, YTO 3TOT YenoBek yobeT ce-
os.



Xl

KHsrmHs Bepa HukonaeBHa HUKOrga He yMTana raser,
NMOTOMY YTO, BO-NEPBbIX, OHX €1 Navkanun pyku, a BO-BTO-
pbIX, OHa HUKOr4a He Morna pa3obpaTbCs B TOM A3bIKe,
KOTOPbIM HbIHYE MULLYT.

Ho cyabba 3actaBuna ee pa3BepHyTb Kak pa3s TOT JIUCT
N HaATONKHYTbCA Ha TOT cTonbeu, rae 6bino HanevyaTaHo:

«3aragoyHasa cmepTb. Buepa Beyepom, okono cemu
4acoB, MOKOHYUI XN3Hb CaMOYBUNCTBOM YNHOBHUK KOH-
TponbHou nanatol I. C. XKentkoB. Cyasa no gaHHbIM cneg-
CTBMS, CMEPTb MOKOMHOro NpounaoLuna no Npu4MHe pac-
TpaTbl Ka3eHHbIX AeHer. Tak, No KpanHen mepe, camo-
ybunua ynommHaeT B cBOEM NUcbMe. BBuay Toro 4to no-
KasaHWAMM CBUAETENEN YCTaHOBMNEHA B 3TOM aKTe ero
NU4YHast BONS, peLIEHO He OTNpaBnATb TPyN B aHAaTOMMU-
YecKun TeaTp».

Bepa gymana npo cebs:

«lMoyemy s aTto npeayvyscTBOBana? MIMeHHo aToT Tpa-
rmyeckunin ncxon? N yto ato 6bino: noboBb MnNn cymaclue-
CTBUE?»

Llenbin oeHb oHa xoauna no UBeTHUKY U No opyKTOBO-
My cafy. becnokoncTBo, KOTOpoe POCrio B HEN C MUHYTHI
Ha MWHYTY, Kak ByaTo He OaBano e CMAETb Ha MecTe.
W Bce ee mbicnn Bbinn NpUKOBaHbI K TOMY HEBELOMOMY



4yeroBekKy, KOTOPOro OHa HUKOr4a He Buaena v Bpsa nu
Korga-Hmubyab yBnauT, K aToMy cmelHomy e lMNMe XKe.

«lMoyem 3HaTb, MOXET BbITb, TBOW XXU3HEHHbIV MY Tb Ne-
pecekna HacTosiLasi, CaMoOTBEPXKEHHAdA, UCTUHHAA ITto-
©0Bb», — BCMIOMHUITNUCbL el crioBa AHOCOBaA.

B wecTtb Yacos npuwwen novtanboH. Ha atoT pa3 Bepa
HukonaeBHa y3Hana noyepk XXenTkoBa U C HEXHOCTLIO,
KOTOpPOW OHa B cebe He oxuaana, passepHyna nmcbMo.

>KenTkoB nucan Tak:

«A He BuHOBaT, Bepa HukonaeBHa, 4yTO bory
ObIN0 YrogHo nocnaTb MHe, Kak rpoMagHoe cHacTbe,
noboeb Kk Bam. Cnydmnocb Tak, 4YTO MeEHS He
NHTEPECYET B XXM3HN HNUYTO: HU MOMUTKKA, HN HayKa,
H1 dunococus, HM 3abota o OByaywem cyacTbe
noaen — ANsa MeHs BCS XKU3Hb 3aKNYaeTCs TONbKO B
Bac. A Tenepb 4yBCTBYH, YTO KAKUM-TO HEYAOOHbLIM
KNuHOM Bpesanca B Bawy xu3Hb. Ecnn moxerte,
nNpocTuTe MeHs 3a 3T0. CeroaHa a1 yesxato 1 HuKoraga
He BEPHYCb, M HUYTO Bam 060 MHE HEe HAaNMOMHWT.

A 6GeckoHeyHo OnarogapeH Bam Tonmbko 3a
To, YTo Bbl cywecTtByete. A npoBepsn cebs —
3T0 He 0Oone3Hb, He MaHwuakanbHas naoea — 3To
no6oBb, kKOTOpOK bory 66110 YyrogHO 3a YTO-TO MEHS
BO3HarpaguTb.

MycTb 5 61N cMeLWwoH B Bawwnx rmasax v B rmasax
Bawero 6pata, Hukonas Hukonaesuya. Yxoos, s B
BOCTOpre roBopto: «/[a cesmumcs ums Teoe«.

Bocemb neTt Tomy Hasag A yBuMaen Bac B LMpKe



B IOXe, U Torga e B NepByl CeKyHOy A ckasan
cebe: a1 ee nOGNO NOTOMY, YTO Ha CBETE HET HUYErO
NMOXOXEro Ha Hee, HET HUYEero ny4lle, HeT HU 3Bep4,
HW pacTeHus1, HX 3Be3bl, HU YernoBeKa npekpacHee
Bac v HexxHee. B Bac kak 6yaTo 661 BONNoTUnack Bes
KpacoTa 3eMnu...

MNogymante, 4TO MHE HyXHO 6bino aenartb?
Y6exaTtb B gpyrou ropog? Bce paBHo cepgue Obino
Bcerga okono Bac, y Bawwux Hor, kaxxgoe MrHoBeHue
AHSA 3anonHeHo Bamu, mbicnbio 0 Bac, meuytamu
o Bac... cnagkum ©pegom. A O4YeHb CTbIXYyCb W
MbICNIEHHO KpacHel 3a MOW Aypaukuin bpacnert, —
Hy, 4yTO Xe? — owwnbka. Boobpaxat, Kakoe OH
BrneyatneHue npounseesn Ha Bawwux rocten.

Uepes gecAaTb MUHYT S yedy, S yCrnew TOMbKO
HaKNenTb MapKy M ONyCTUTb NMUCbMO B MOYTOBLIN
AWMK, YTOBbl HE nMopy4vaTb 3TOM0 HUKOMY OpPYromy.
Bbl 9TO NncbMoO coxrute. S BOT cenyac 3atonun
Meyky M CXurai BCe camoe [Ooporoe, 4To 6bino y
MEHSI B XXM3HW: BaLl NfaToK, KOTOPbIX, S NPU3HAaKCh,
ykpan. Bbl ero 3abbinn Ha cTyne Ha Gany B
BnaropogHom cobpaHun. Bally 3anucky, — o, Kak s
ee uenosar, — eto Bbl 3anpetunun mHe nucaTtb Bam.
[Mporpammy XyOoXeCTBEHHOW BbICTaBKW, KOTOPYHO
Bbl ogHaxabl gepXanu B pyke 1 notoM 3abbinm Ha
cTyne npu Bbixoge... KoH4eHo. A BCce oTpesarn, HO
BCE-Taku gymato U gaxe yBepeH, 4to Bbl 060 MHe
BcnomHute. Ecnn Bbl 060 MHe BcCnomHuTte, TO...
s1 3Hat0, YTOo Bbl o4eHb My3bikanbHbl, 1 Bac Bugen



Yallle BCero Ha BeTXOBEHCKMX KBapTeTax, — Tak BOT,
ecnun Bbl 060 MHe BCNOMHUTE, TO CbirpanTe Unu
npukaxuTe cbirpatb coHaty D-dur Ne 2, op. 2

S He 3Hal, KaKk MHe KOH4YMTb nucbMo. OT
rmyObuHbl aywm 6narogapto Bac 3a 1O, 4tO Bl
OblNM MOEen eauHCTBEHHOW pafoCTbi0 B XU3HMU,
€OWHCTBEHHbIM yTelleHueM, eanHON Mbicrbio. Jan
bor Bam cyactbs,, 1 NyCcTb HWYTO BPEMEHHOE U
XUTenckoe He TPeBOXWUT Bally npekpacHyo ayLly.
Lienyto Bawum pyku.
I.C.2K»

OHa npuLwna K MyXy C NOKpacHEBLUMMW OT cres3 rna-
3aMu 1 B3ayTbiMM rybamm 1, nokasas NMCbMO, CKasana:

— £ Hnyero ot Tebs He xo4dy CKpbIBaTb, HO 51 YyBCTBYIO,
4YTO B HaLLy XWN3Hb BMELLANOCh YTO-TO yXKacHoe. BeposT-
Ho, Bbl ¢ Hukonaem HukonaeBuyem caenanm 4To-HMbyab
He TaK, KaK HY>HO.

KHa3b LLlenH BHUMaTenbHO NpoYer NMcbMO, akkypaTHO
CNOXWI ero 1, Jonro noMon4yas, ckasan:

— £l He COMHEBalCb B UICKPEHHOCTM 3TOrO YeroBeka, U
paxe Gonblue, 1 He cMetlo pasbupaTbcsa B ero YyBCTBax
K Tebe.

— OH ymep? — cnpocuna Bepa.

— [a, ymep. A ckaxy, 4To oH nobun Tebsi, a BOBCE He
ObIn cymacwegwmm. A He cBogun C Hero rnas u Buaen
Ka)xgoe ero ABMXKeHue, Kaxaoe naMeHeHue ero nuua. U
ANS1 HEro He cyLlecTBoBano XusHu 6e3 tebsi. MHe kasa-



NOCb, YTO A NPUCYTCTBYIO NPU rPOMagHOM CTpagaHun, ot
KOTOPOro 0AN YMUPALOT, U 9 AaxKe NOYTU NOHSAM, YTOo ne-
peno MHOK MepTBbIn Yyernosek. [NoHMmaelwb, Bepa, a He
3Han, Kak cebs gepxatb, YTO MHe AenaThb...

— Bot yT0, BaceHbka, — nepebuna ero Bepa Hukona-
eBHa, — Tebe He ByaeT 6onbHO, ecnu A Noeay B ropoa u
NOrNsKy Ha Hero?

— Her, Hert, Bepa, noxanyncra, npowy 1e64. A cam no-
exan bbl, HO TonNbko HMkonam ncnopTun MHe Bce Ageno. A
Botocb, 4TO Byay YyBCTBOBaTb CEOSI MPUHYXKOEHHbBIM.



Xl

Bepa HukonaeBHa octaBuna cBOW akunax 3a gse ynm-
ubl oo JlotepaHckon. OHa 6e3 Bonbloro Tpyga Hawna
KkBapTupy XXentkoBa. HaBcTpeyy el Bbilwna cepornasas
cTapast XXeHLMHa, o4eHb NosiHasd, B cepebpsiHbIX O4Kax,
N TaK e, Kak BYepa, cnpocuna:

— Koro Bam yrogHo?

— lNocnoguHa XKenTkoBa, — cKkasana KHAMHS.

[omkHO ObITb, €e KOCTIOM — Lnsna, nepvyartkm — u
HECKOSbKO BI1aCTHbIM TOH MPOU3BENM Ha XO3AWKY KBapTU-
pbl 6onbLuoe BrnevatneHne. OHa pasroBopunacs.

— MNMoxanyncra, noXxanyncra, BOT NepBasi ABepb Hane-
BO, a TaM... cenyac... OH Tak CKOpo ywlen ot Hac. Hy,
ckaxkeMm, pactpaTa. Ckasan 6bl MHe 06 aToM. Bbl 3HaeTe,
Kakue Halum KanuTtarsbl, Korga otaaellb KBapTUpbl BHAaeEM
xosnocTsakam. Ho kakne-HMOyapb WecTbCoT — CEMbCOT py6-
nen s1 6bl Morna cobpartb 1 BHeECTU 3a Hero. Ecnu 6bl Bbl
3Hanm, 4To 31O BbIN 3a YyAHbIA YenoBek, NaHn. Bocemb
neT s ero gepxxana Ha KBapTupe, U OH Kasarcs MHe Cco-
BCEM HEe KBapTUPaAHTOM, a POAHbIM CbIHOM.

TyT e B nepeaHen 6bin cTyn, n Bepa onyctunack Ha
Hero.

— 4 gpyr Ballero nOKOMHOro KBapTupaHTa, — ckasana
OHa, noabupasa Kaxgoe CnoBo K croBy. — Pacckaxute



MHE YTO-HMOYAb O NOCNEAHNX MUHYTaX €ro XXNU3HU, O TOM,
4YTO OH Aenan n YTo roBopusn.

— MaHK, K Ham NpuLWNK ABa rocnognHa 1 o4eHb JONro
pasroBapusanu. [oToM OH 06bSACHUIT, YTO eMy Npegnara-
NN MecTO ynpasndaoLwero B 93KOHoMuu. Notom naH Exxuin
nobexan Ao TenegoHa 1 BEpHYIcs Takown Becenbin. 3a-
TEM 3TW OBa rocnoguHa ywrsnu, a OH cen u ctan nucatb
nMcbMo. NMoToM noLwen 1 onycTun NMCbMO B SALLMK, @ NOo-
TOM Mbl CrblwmM, 6yaTo Obl 3 AETCKOro NUCTONETa Bbli-
ctpenunn. Mbl HUKAKOro BHUMaHUs He obpaTtunn. B cemb
YacoB OH Bcerga nun Yan. Jlykepbsi — npucnyra — Nnpuxo-
ANT U CTYYMTCS, OH HE OTBEYaeT, NOTOM eLlle pas, ele
pa3. M BOT gomkHbl 6binn B3nomMaTtb OBEPb, @ OH YXe
MepTBbIN.

— PacckaxuTte MHe 4yTo-HMByab 0 Bpacnete, — npuka-
3ana Bepa HukonaeBHa.

— Ax, ax, ax, 6bpacnet — a 1 3abbina. Noyemy Bbl 3Ha-
ete? OH nepen TeMm, Kak Hanucatb MUCbMO, NpULLEN KO
MHe K1 ckasan: «Bbl kaTonunyka?» A roopto: «KaTtonuu-
kay». Torga OH roBoput: «Y Bac eCTb MUnblA 0bblban —
TaK OH 1 cKkasarn: MuUIbi 00bivalr — BewaTtb Ha n3obpaxe-
HMe MaTKn BOCKM Korbla, oXepenbd, nogapkn. Tak BoT
NCNONHUTE MO NpPocbOy: Bbl MOXETe 3TOT GpacneT no-
BECUTb Ha MKOHY?» A emy obelyana aTo caenatb.

— Bbl MHe ero nokaxete? — cnpocuna Bepa.

— Mpywy, npywy, naHn. BoT ero nepsas ABepb Haneso.



Ero xotenu cerogHsi oTBE3TU B aHAaTOMUYECKUIA TeaTp, HO
y Hero ectb 6part, Tak OH YIpocus, YTobbl ero NOXopoHUTb
no-xpucTmaHcky. Mpywy, npyLy.

Bepa cobpanacb ¢ cunamm 1 oTkpbina asepb. B kom-
HaTe Naxmno flagaHoM 1 ropenn Tpu BOCKOBbLIX cBeYn. Ha-
MCKOCb KOMHaTbI fiexarn Ha ctone XKenTtkos. [onoBa ero
nokoumnacb 04€Hb HU3KO, TOYHO HAPOYHO eMy, TPyny, KO-
TOPOMY BCE paBHO, NOACYHYNN ManeHbKyl MArkyt no-
AywKky. my6okas BaXHOCTb Obifna B €ro 3akpbITbIX rna-
3ax, u rybol ynbibanuce 6rnaxxeHHO U Be3MATEXHO, Kak
OyaTo 6bl OH Nepen paccTaBaHbEM C XKU3HbIO Y3HanN Ka-
KyHO-TO rmy©OOKy0 1 Cnagkyto TarHy, paspeLumBLIyO BCHO
YenoBeYvecKyto ero Xu3Hb. OHa BCNOMHUIA, YTO TO Xe ca-
MO€E YMUPOTBOPEHHOE BhbIpaXkeHMe oHa BUAena Ha mMac-
Kax Benukmx ctpaganbues — NywknHa n HanoneowHa.

— Ecnu npukaxeTte, naHn, 9 ynay? — cnpocuna crapas
XEeHLMHA, 1 B ee TOHe MOoCIbILWanoch YTO-TO YpesBblHain-
HO MHTUMHOE.

— [a, a notom Bac no3oBy, — ckasana Bepa n ceun-
4yac e BblHyna 13 ManeHbLKoro 6oKoBoro kKapmaHa Kog-
TOYKM BONbLUYIO KPaCHYH po3y, NOAHANA HEMHOIO BBEPX
NeBOW PyKOW ronosy Tpyna, a NpaBoOW PyKOM MNosioxuna
eMy noj ek UBETOK. B aTy cekyHOQy OHa noHsna, 4to
Ta NbOoBb, O KOTOPON MeYTaeT KaXkaasa XeHuwmHa, npo-
wra mumo Hee. OHa BCNOMHUNA crnoBa reHeparna AHOCO-
Ba O BEYHOMW UCKNIOYNTENBHOW NOBBK — NOYTM NpopoYe-



ckue crnosa. Y, pazaBrHyB B 06€ CTOPOHbI BONOCHI Ha N0y
MepTBeLa, OHa Kpenko cxarna pykaMmun ero BUCKM U rnoLe-
noBana ero B XOrogHbIn, BriaXHbIn 5106 gonrmm apyxe-
CKMM nouenyem.

Korga oHa yxoguna, To Xo3sinka KBapTupbl obpatunacbh
K HEN NbCTUBbLIM MOSTIbCKUM TOHOM:

— [MaHn, 9 BUXY, 4YTO Bbl HE KaK BCe Apyrue, He n3 nbo-
NbITCTBa TONbKO. NokoMHLIM NaH XXenTKoB nepen cMmep-
TbiO CKasan MHe: «Ecnu cnyunTcsa, 4Yto 9 ympy 1M npuaet
nornageTb Ha MeHs Kakas-HMbyab nama, TO CKaxuTe e,
4yTO y beTxoBeHa camoe nyudllee npomsseneHne...» — OH
AaXke HapO4HO 3anucan MHe 3To. Bot nornggute...

— [NokaxuTe, — ckasana Bepa HukonaesHa v Bopyr 3a-
nnakana. — VI3BUHUTe MeHs, 3TO BrnevatrieHne cMepTu
Tak TSXKEeNOo, YTO A He MOry yaepXaTbCs.

M oHa npoyna cnoBa, HanucaHHble 3HAKOMbIM MO-
yepkom: «L. van Beethoven. Son. Ne 2, op. 2. Largo
Appassionato».



Xl

Bepa HukonaesHa BepHynacb 4OMOW NO34HO BEYEPOM
n Gbina paga, YTo He 3acTtana gomMa Hu MyXxa, Hu Bpara.

3aTto ee goxuganacb nuaHuctka XXeHHu Pentep, u,
B3BOJIHOBaHHasi TEM, YTO OHa BUAeNa u crnbiwana, Bepa
KMHYNacbh K HEWN U, Lienys ee npekpacHble 6onbLume pyku,
3akpuyana:

— JKeHHu, munas, npowy 1ebs, cbirpan ans MeHs 4To-
HMOyAb, — N cenyvac e Bblllfa U3 KOMHaTbl B LIBETHUK U
cena Ha CKaMeWuky.

OHa NoYTM HM O4HOW CeKyHObl HE COMHEBanach B TOM,
4TO JKEeHHM ChbirpaeT To caMoe MECTO 13 BTOPOW COHaThI,
O KOTOPOM MPOCKS 3TOT MEPTBEL, C CMEeLLHON ddamMunuen
>KenTtkos.

Tak oHO 1 6bIn10. OHa y3Hana c NepBbIX XXE& akKopAoB
3TO UCKNIOYNTENBHOE, eANHCTBEHHOE MO rMybuHe npons-
BegeHue. M gywa ee kak 6yato 6bl pasgBounachb. OHa
€QMHOBPEMEHHO AyMana O TOM, YTO MMMO Hee npoLuna
bonbliasa noboBb, KOTOpasi MOBTOPSAETCA TONbKO OAWH
pa3 B Tbicsa4y net. BcnomHuna crnosa reHepana AHoco-
Ba M cnpocuna cebda: nodemMy 3TOT YenioBeK 3acTaBuil
ee cnywaTb MMEeHHO 3TO BeTXOBEHCKOE Npon3BeneHne 1
eLle NpoTmB ee xenaHna? M B yme ee cnaranvcb crnosa.
OHu Tak coBnaganu B €e MbICNM C MY3bIKOW, YTO 3TO Obl-



no kak 6yaTo Obl KynneTbl, KOTOPbIE KOHYANUCh CIIOBaMW:
«[a cesmumcsi umsi Teoey.

«BoT cenvac 1 BaM nokaxy B HEXHbIX 3ByKax >XM3Hb,
KOoTopasi MOKOPHO 1 pafoCTHO obpekna cebsi Ha MyYveHus,
cTpagaHusa n cMepTb. Hu xanobbl, H1 ynpeka, HK1 6onu
camontobus s He 3Han. A nepepg ToboK — 0gHa MONUTBa:
«[la cesmumcsi umsi Teoey.

[a, a npeaBuxy cTtpagaHue, KpoBb U cMepTb. U Oy-
Malo, 4YTO TPyAHO pacctatbCsa Teny c Aywon, Ho, lNpe-
KpacHas, xBana tebe, cTpactHasi xsana u Tuxas noboBb.
«[la cesmumcsi umsi Teoey.

BcnomunHato kaxabli TBOW Lwiar, ynblbKy, B3rnsag, 3ByK
TBOEN noxogkn. Criagkoun rpycTtbio, TUXOW, NpeKpacHOW
rpycTbio 06BesAHbI MOM NocreaHne BoCNoMmMHaHus. Ho s
He Npu4mHI0 Tede rop4a. A yxoxy OauH, Monda, Tak yrog-
HO 6b1n10 Bory u cyabbe. «a cesmumcs ums Teoey.

B npeacMepTHbIM neYanbHbIM Yac 1 MOMOCb TOMbKO
Tebe. XXnsHb morna 6bl OblTb NPeKpacHoM U A5 MeHS.
He ponwiu, 6egHoe cepaue, He ponuwy. B aywe s npuabl-
BalO CMepTb, HO B cepaue NonoH xeanbl Tebe: «/[a ces-
mumcsi umsi Teoey.

Tbl, Tbl N NOAN, KOTOPbIE OKPY>Xanu Tebsi, BCe Bbl He
3HaeTe, Kak Tbl 6bina npekpacHa. bbeloT Yackl. Bpems. U,
ymMupasi, 1 B CKOpOHbIN Yac paccTaBaHUA C XU3HbIO BCe-
Taku noto — cnaea Tebe.

BoT oHa uaeT, Bce ycMmupsiowaa cMepTb, a 9 roBopto



— cnasa Tebe!..»

KHarmHa Bepa obHAna crtBon akauuu, npuxanacb K
HeMy 1 nnakana. [lepeBo MsArko cotpsacanocb. Haneten
nerknn Betep U, TOYHO COYYBCTBYS €1, 3allenecTen nu-
ctbsamun. OcTpee 3anaxnuv 3Be3nbl Tabaka... VI B 310 Bpe-
MS yanBuUTenbHas My3blka, OyaTto 6bl NOAYMHSACH ee ro-
pto, Npogosikana:

«Ycnokoncs, goporas, yCrnoKomncs, ycnokoncs. Tbl 060
MHe MoMHuWb? MNMomMHMWwb? Tbl BEAb MOS eanHast u no-
cnegHss noboBb. Ycnokoncs, s ¢ Tobon. MNogyman o6o
MHe, 1 9 6yay ¢ Tobon, NOTOMY YTO Mbl ¢ TOBOW NO6UNK
ApYr Apyra TofbKO O4HO MFHOBEHME, HO HaBeku. Tbl 060
MHE MOMHULWL? MNoMHUWB? MNMoMHMLWBL? BOT S 4yBCTBYIO
TBOM cre3bl. Ycnokoncs. MHe cnaTtb Tak crnagko, cnagko,
cnagko».

KeHHu Pentep Bbiwna M3 KOMHaTbI, YK€ KOHYMB Ur-
paTb, 1 yBugana KHarmHio Bepy, cuadauyo Ha ckamenke
BCIO B Cresax.

— YT0 Cc TOBON? — cNpocuna NMaHucTKa.

Bepa, ¢ rmasamu, bnectawmmmn ot cnes, 6eCcnokonHo,
B3BOSTHOBAHHO CTana uenoBaTtb en nuuo, rybbl, rnasa u
rosopuna:

— Her, HeT, — OH MeHs npocTun Tenepb. Bece xopowwo.
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